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1. A
NOTHING MORE ol &
I made my contract with the truth et Ology fly b oo
To restore light to the earth. 158 5k ey 4 1y b, &S
I wished to be like bread. 5L O O gzmen o2l 55 o8
The struggle never found me wanting L Ol e 55 8 65,k
But here [ am PEPRE N
With what I loved, I e S il b
With the solitude I lost. a3 o 31 oS 5l b
In the shadow of that stone, I do not rest. bl o o K 0T Bl o
The sea is working ol Ol g 5 s
working in my silence ... Lo S 3 Old g 5
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FABLE OF THE MERMAID AND THE DRUNKS

All those men were there inside,

When she came in
Totally naked.

They had been drinking;
They began to spit.

Newly come from the river,

She knew nothing.

The insults
Flowed down her gleaming flesh.
Obscenities

Drowned her golden breasts.

Not knowing tears,

She did not weep tears.

Not knowing clothes,

She did not have clothes.

They blackened her

With burnt corks and cigarette stubs,

And rolled around laughing
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On the tavern floor.

She did not speak

Because she had no speech.

Her eyes were

The colour of distant love,

Her twin arms were made of white topaz.

Her lips moved,
Silent,
In a coral light,

And suddenly she went out by that door.

Entering the river she was cleaned,

Shining like a white stone in the rain,

And without looking back she swam
Again
Swam towards emptiness,

Swam towards death.
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5.
WE ARE MANY

Of the many men who I am, who we are,

I can't find a single one;

they disappear among my clothes,

They've left for another city.

When everything seems to be set

to show me off as intelligent,
the fool I always keep hidden

Takes over all that I say.

At other times, I'm asleep

among distinguished people,

and when

I look for my brave self,

a coward unknown to me
rushes to cover my skeleton

with a thousand fine excuses.

When a decent house catches fire,
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instead of the fireman [ summon,

an arsonist bursts on the scene,

and that's me.

What can I do?

What can I do to distinguish myself?

How can I pull myself together?

All the books I read
are full of dazzling heroes,

Always sure of themselves.

I die with envy of them;
and in films

full of wind and bullets,
1 goggle at the cowboys,

I even admire the horses.

But when I call for a hero,
out comes my lazy old self;

so I never know who I am,

Nor how many I am or will be.

1I'd love to be able to touch a bell

and summon the real me,
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because if [ really need myself,
I mustn't disappear.

While I am writing,

I'm far away;

and when I come back,

I've gone.

I would like to know if others
go through the same things

that I do,

have as many selves as I have,

and see themselves similarly;

and when ['ve exhausted this problem,

I'm going to study so hard

that when I explain myself,

I'll be talking geography.
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