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ORIGINAL LETTERS.

CHAPTER L

PETITIONS

i.
(Registered) 15tk July, of ihe year 1775, Englsh Era
The Petition of Jan Mohammed Khan, and ofhers,

A Sehoclmaster named Zien Addeen, dwelling m Casypore, parish of Buhg
adjommg to the south of whose house there s 2 10nd, wlich hag existed from
ancient times, and has always been a highwsy for men and cattle. nay, 13 even
registered as such i the Company's Office; at this tune the smd Sehoolmester,
in & wicked and tyranoical manner, prevents any person fiom passing, but 1f by
chance any one attempts it, he teizes a stck, attocks and knocks down the fra-
veller ; your humble servant therefore 1equests that you wall summon the afore-

sald schoolmaster to your presence and sdmsmster stuet justice.  Frows,

ii.
29th July, 1775. Englsh.

The Petition of Ram Kumar, dgent of Kishan Pershild.

Mistrr Major. Morgan, with 2 paity of soldiers, having erected s cantonment
at the stalion of Barrackpoor and Murmypoeor, the toldiers frequently cross the
Ganges, and hakmg entered the sillage of Bady Jattra, and other places rented
by my master, have cut down the mango t1ees and bamboos, &c., they have also

1:fled and plundered the houses of ihe tenants, and molested them, from thus
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4 ORIGINAL LETTERS

violence and oppression of the soldiers, mueh myuiv will be cansed to the reve-
nue of government , 1t is therefure requested that a letter may be addressed to
the Majoi, ordermg ham to restrauts the hond of violence and oppression, and not
annoy the mhabatants of the aforcsmd villages. It was proper to 1epresent

fus  Fime.
Soe late o @

11T
The Petition of Kundernap Daxs, Henfer.
Hazl, Chensle of the Poo: !

Yx thasplace the Zemindars of certaan villages have wickedly made o complunt
to Roop Ram, the supamtendant of the comt, end haning procuied seven ba-
I, hase confined m the court, two of the agents of youn humbie servant You
»irY a0t 15 atiending to the busmess of the governiment =alt, and his agents are
pizcad 1w confinament ; the gentlernen de whatever the Zemndars represent ;
your servant 12 without remedy on this sulpect  Chuck Cullundan and Dyo
Rhaly, on which your servant expended five thousand rupees, have been at this
ame resamed by Heernmain Choudry, who collects the rents>  Besde this, he
as nopmsoned my domestics, and exacts fines from them, on which account not
2 smple domeshic 1emams with your servant ; he has also sequestered my cattie
for ploughmg, wherever he eould find them, by winch he has done gregt mjury
to the sowmg of this year; and whatever mee I possessed he has cruelly sewzed
and sold , there is no magstrate w thie place, they do whatever they wish.

* When the Zemndars declined taking lands st the Company’s valuation,
the lands were put up o sale, wlich caused constani disputes between the two

clzmants, Bee Mill's History, vol. n. p. 313
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. ORIGINAL LETTERS

Vour peutione thetefore endt eats that on order mny be 1ssued, prohisimg such
ripmession of the aud Choudry, and thai he may not agam conmmait such 1njus-
sice. alio, that a wmls order mey be addressed to the aforesaid Roop Ram.

Om this subneet whatzver 15 cideted.

V.
Petition of Castiynit Dut
Haal, Cherishe of hs SBeivants

Ax Umpue named Muknaram, wos apponted by the commutiee to setile tho
business of the 1ents of each viilage, m the parish of Sultanpoo: , be has anrved
w the distict, but Deby Sucal, the agent of Bheiuchund, a thice-uxteenth
sharer of the amd pamsh, hea contemptoously neglected to come before the
Umpre, and w1l not settle the busmess Wherefore the sard Umpire has sent a
ciear renresenfation of the mproper conduct of the smd Deby to the committee,
but nearly two months having elansed without any answer to 1t homg 1ssved,
the business 15 stopped As this areomstance 13 the eause of much wjury to
the cultivahion and mprovement of the distaet, 1t 15 requested that an anawer to
the represeniution of the aforesmd Uinpne may be sent  May the sun of bfe
and prosperity contnue to shme !

v

Ltepresentation of Ram Ghose, tnliabitant of Jynaghur,

Most just of the Age, Haill

T'wo persons named Ramram angl Mooty Lal, mhabiiants of the aforesmid vl
.
lage, complained to the dustuiet court of justice, that they had a clam on your
e e b — -

hurnble servant for ﬁ:lt:-n;.:}' lent, but upon wqury and mvestigation of the
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& ORIGINAL LETTERS

account, their clam was not proved, but, on the contrary, that they were .
dehted o me the sum of two hundred rupees, The aforesid persons have not

paid the money, but having agam apphed to the eommattee, have procuied a
Liathif againat e, aod an crder addiessed to the 1enter of this place, and have
brought them mte the disirict. Iis therefore roquested that the baithif may be

recalled, and the business settled m the picsence of the commuttee, so that the

praper palty may obtain then ught

Vi

The Petition of Bassent Bay Diwan,
Sth of June, 1773,

Hail, Cherishers of your Servanis !
Frex the day of the armval of the Gentlemen in the distriet, the Zermndars
and their servants pay no obedience to the agents of the renters, and the sum
of eleven hundred rupees, which had been eollected, they have got possesson of
andl will not relingumsh , beside postponing the revenne, they pay no attention
to the bohing of the {government) salt, and that wlich has been boded, thoy
de not put mnte store, 1318 all shil Iying on the place where the operation took
place, and at thas tine a quannty of ran has fallen, greater than that of the
rainy season. Besde this, the servants of the Zemindary dishonour the agents
of the renters, and although the larter have frequently represented the cireum-
stance to the Gentlemen, no one pays eny attention, may, they take notce of
and shew partiality to the servants of the Zennndars; in eonsequence, the whole
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10 ORIGINAL LETTERS

of the business both with respect to {collecting) woney or (securing) the salt of
this year 15 detertorated, and it 15 apparent, that the revenue of this year, whe-
ther 1 money or salt, cannot be reashsed  And m future the management of
the district and the collestion cannot be carmed on by the renters, without the
axd of an Englsl: gentieman well aeguanied with the husness, 25 14 was prope:

Lo etate 2l these pmticuisrs, 1t has been represented.

N, B, The landz of several Zermndars whe were 1n arvears, were fef (0 #en-
fers, which of course caused grest confusen , the lands of such defaniters are

row scid.

YII
The Petition of Bussunt Ray ]‘:Iiwﬁn,
2nd of Seplember, YFI0

Hal, Chensher of your Servants !
It has been always enstomary for a keeper of the distiet records, to remde at
the Piendency, and that the Writexs, Zemndars, and Renters, should atiend
at the Revenue Office, and when called en should produce thew papers For
z long tims the statistical papers have not been delivered at the ofliee, on whah
account the records of government have been much deranged , and should any
dispute take place between the culiivators and the renters, respecting the
ammmi of the rent or other tazes, or any of the cultivators should reguire
an explenabon of the revenue he = te pay, 1t wll be mopossible for the
Leepets of the records to gveit, from want of the papers, It 1s therefore
requested, that orders may be 1ssued to all the renters, Zemmdars, and respons-
ble persons of the distriets, depending on the commntiee, that whenever called
on by the repistrars of the revenue, they shall produce the papers required
Let ar order alse on thus subject be issued to the deputies, May the days of
zood fortune and prosperity mcrease t

N. B. These seven petitions were presented to the Committee of Bevenue,
estnblished at Caloutts, 12 1773, The Diwan was the native Supenntendent,
under the Committee.  Fee Mills’s History of India, vol. u p. 886
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12 ORIGINAL LETTERS

VIII

I7 13 represented to the Treasurer of Bounty, the Exalted of the lustripus
Servanis {of Government,) the Lord of Favou, the Most Generous and Just
of the Age, may his prospenty endure !

That the body of your slavé 1s consumed by worms nnd other creatures, that
s famuly consists of a wife, two sons, and a deughter He 1s not m want esther
of food ar clothing, but on account of these worms, he is tired of hfe  He there-
fore miends to che, (knll humself) for which reason hg represents the crreum.
stance, that hareafter no hlame may be attached to the faruly It was proper
to state this. May the Sun of prospenity and good fortune continue to shie

and be resplendent! | “;

N.B, This Petiton was actually delivered to the magstrate of Agra or
Eltaya, about en vems ago.

IX.

The Petition of Tyta Kufy, the confined Minister ; inhabitant of
Arracan, now of the disivict of Chittagong.

Wagsgas your humble servant, Pehlan Raja, and Khutd, we three persons
fed frota Arrvacan, and m arder to save our hves, took refsge m the Company’s
territory of Chattagong, in consequence of which, a war ensued between the
Company zud the Raja of Pegue, during which, Calonet Frskine having seized
us, delivered us over to the peopleof the aforesaed Raja, who having cruelly and
shamefully trented Pehliin and Khutd, put them to death; but as your humble
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14 CRIGINAL LETTERS.

-

servant’s ife was {predestined) to be saved, he contrived o make s escape,
and 1 ordet 1o preserve his existence, again fock refuge under the shadow of
the Compeny, and returned to Chattagong, and took up his remdsnce m (the
village of ) Bhit, 1 consequence of which the supermtendent of the sasd place,
named Rehmut Allah, agam seized yowr humble servant, and sent im to Mr,
John Stonehounse, tire judge of the afore diwstnet, m consequence of which, the
sard gentleman sent ham, without any crme, to prison, where he 15 sl confined
and sufars much trouble. Your humble gervant has neithw mother, father,
nor brothers, and therefore hopes from the bounty and favour of the Governor
Generel, may us prosperity endure ! that he may be-hberated from confine-
ment, and a pornon of land suffiment to enable hon to piocure food and ramment
may ba assigned hun, and that be (the Governor) considermng hzm as one of
his slaves, wili order some provisicn to be made for hum, :0 order that having
sufficient to live on, he may be constantly employed m offering up prayars for
the prospenity of the Company, and fulfil the duties of a slave The Corpany

are masters of the country , on this sabject, whatever they command., Fums.

See Symes's Embassy to Ava, p, 118,
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15 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

CHAPTER 11

PROCEEDINGS OF THE COTURTS OF JUSTICE.

Corx of Papers of the Cruminal Court of Bhaugulpoor, sent by the mapisteate,
M. Fombelle, date 27th of Novemmber, 1797, A D,

E 5 Comipared,
it 2
5 = Horasut Allah
R
:é' ; Setup, Dilman, Llainiiff. -
%ﬂ ‘:r Bhagut, Oilman,  Defondant.
=
8 = Crime, Murder of Aulasy, lng wife, sister of the Plambff
5 2
=
3 g

Heport of the Police Officer.

Ir is represented to the disungwehed of (Company's) Servants,® may his pros-

penty endue !

In consoquence of the depositions of Dhilal ay and Boodhi Ray, whab:-
tents of Damabhary, respecing a muwder, your humble servant, wmath the
posse, having arrived at the aforesmd willage, and having made out an ingaest
on the subject of the smd murder, upon the evidence of the imhabitants of
sard willage, sealed by myself and the secretary of the Thanadar, have enclosed

¥ This 1s the literal meaning ; bui, firom tts frequent occurrerice, 1t 17 often
rendered Highness, Exeellency, Worship, &,
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18 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

it with this staternent.  God grant that your ilustrious shadow may, til the
end of time, continue to fall on the heads of $our fmthful servants, The repres
sentation of your servant Abdul Aly Husseny, Thanshdar,

Petifion of the Prosecutor.
Haal, Cherisher of the Poor !

'—-—qﬂ_ -
Ml g o amm

(% ile mormng of Tuesday, the 19th of the montl Sawun, of the Bengal year
1204, a person named Bhagut, whahitant of Danablmly, 8 dependenry of the
pafizh of Bulys, klled the sister of the 3£p{nlent by the biow of 2 hatchet, on sus-
picion of having 2 erizamal intercourse with his vountiger brother.  The ewviden-
ces on this subyect are four persons, named Asa snd Grohurdhinm, ¢, of the afore-
sl willage,  Your petiioner s therefore hopeful, from your grace and favour,
that ha:lr g sunlmurte.d the aforesmd muderer, you will admunster impartial
:}uﬁu-ae, that h& may ‘obtain hu rlghi: To say more, would gxeced the hounds

-

of propriety, - o "
The petition of the Plamtyf Serup.
S See Plate 10

Reply of the Defendant Bhagut,
Question by the Cowrt, You have hesrd the accusation.of Serup: what 1

your answer thereto 7 ‘

Answer, That of which Sarup has zcoused me in the };reaenue of the conrt,
1§ frue, I certainly have lalled my wife Aulagy, who was hus smster

&ivection, State all the curcumstances of your lolling your wife #

Answer, My wifi '..;ays to me, I will reszde no Jonger m your houge, because
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20 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

1 have comnurtted adultery with your younger brother ; I will go away, I will
not remain with you. She also xefused to give me my son, that T tmght take
b sway, saymng, As long as I ive T will not give up theboy. Says L, T cer-
tainly will take tha ¢hald, In the course of this dialogue she again 1epeated she
would not stay with me, but would contmue he moproper connection with my
brother, and that I should net be sble to behold such conduct. At length,
beng in a pagsion, I struck her so violently with the hatchet on the neck below
the tip of the left ear, that she died Thus is the hatchet hefore you,

Question, How many days have elapsed since you lalled your wife ?

Answer, Nine days have passed from this day, smee T kalled my wife. Fuous.

Evidence.
Oik August, 1797,
The witness Asd, bavmg been sworn on the water of the Ganges.

Quasiton, What do you know of the subject between the Plantuff Serup, and
the person named Bhagut ?

Auswer, Ten days sgo, early m the mornmg, Gohur Dhun eried out, upon
which we smmedistely ram, and saw that the wfs of Bhagut bad her throat cat
and was lying dead on the bed ; the prwoner had then fled, and concealed him-
seliin & feld of corn, we however searched for him, and brought him out, when
having bound bim, we delivered hum to the Thanahdar.
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23 ORIGINAL LETTERS

Question, In what state was the dead body?

HAnszver, Below the tip of the left ear of the woman, there was the wound of
a heichet nearly five fingers i length and about four or five fingezs m depth,
from which the blood was flowmng.

Question, Was there any hatehet Iymg near the corpse ?

Answer, Near the pillow of the corpse, this hatchet was lymg on the ground,

Question, To whom does the batchet belong ?

Arawer, It dd beloug to tus very Bhagut

Question, How do yon know 1t helongs to thus very person ®

Aungwer, T formexly saw it in his hands, and »i was Iinng near the corpse. Fims,

N. B. The other three enidences corroborated the above, but are too long for
InSertion,

Order of Commitment by the Magistrate.

ath of dugwst, 1797.
Wrgspas, the prsoner Bhagut confessas having killed s wife Aulasy, and
the witnesses, Gohur Dhun and Asa, have depossd on oath that they saw the
body of the deceased, having on 1ts neck a wound of nearly six fingers long
and of four or five fingers m depth, that the body was lying on a bed, and. that
the hatchet was laid under the pillow 1t 15 therefore ordered, that the aforesmd
witnesses shall be brought before the Judges of the Court of Cirewt, and that
the said Bhagut shall remam m prison, also that security and recognizance
shall be taken from the ploindff and the witnesses; the hatchet to be retaned

in the (prison) atoreroom.
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24 ORIGINAT, LETTERS.

The prisoner was asked, © have you any witnesses P dnswer, 1 have none;
How should I have any witnesses 7

(Signed) J. FowspLLn, Magstrate.

Senl of the Court of Cireust
of Moorshudaded.

Proceeprrcs of the Court of Cirewrt of Moorshudabad, mn the presence of M.,

Richard Rock, the Second Judge, and of Moofty Sehyh al Alum Khan, held
at Bhaugulpoor, on the 7ith of Navember, 1707

Serup, Onliman, Plazntsff

Bhagut Odinan,  Defendant

Charge,~Murder of a woman named Autasy, s wife, and sister of the
plaintuff,

N, B. The evidence bemg the same as adduced before the Magistrate, is not
repeated

After thas, & boy named Muttuhu, aged seven vears, son of the prsoner,

having come uito court, of hig own accord, sad, Be pleased io release my father,
i order that he may nonnsh me, otherwise who wiil support me. Fins.

The proceedings bang finished,

Question, by the Judge io the Moofty, Is the crime proved agmnet the pr-

sonat, or mot P
Angwer, The cnime Is proven.

Question, What is the apprepriate sentencs on the prigoner ?

Angwer, As the representative of the deceased 15 the son of the marderey,
the law of (Kesis) retahaton 1 not apphoable ta the prsoner Bhagut, through
respect of paventage, and 1t 15 thus stated in the Ibrahim Shaby * *JIf a
husband shall kill his wife, and he has 2 child by her, reimbytion cennot take

* A celebrated hook of Reports,
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26 ORIGINAL LETTERS

place, more especially if the herr shall request the hberation of the murdere:
as the future support (of the ehild) may entirely depend upon his hberatwon ;
vether iz he Lable to pumshment, but must be released.

Saigned, Signed,
Mohammed Schyh al Alum IChan, Rachard Rock, Second Judge.

Opinion of the other Moofties.

The defendant Bhagut, havmg acknowledged m® court the murder of his
wife by & hatchet, and his suspscon of her sdaltery not having been proven,
15 sulyject to thelaw of retnibnbion , but as theher of the murdered 12 the son of
the murderer, the law cannot be enforced, beside this, the boy 1s desirons of
the Liberation of s father, but on account of his youth, ks request cannot be hs-
tened to., under these ereumstances the defendant is deserving of a pumshment
of three yeavs imprisonment for having committed the cryme of muxder, bat the

rvuler of the country may increase or decrease the term of confinement  Fimzs

Signed, Sagned,
Moharmed Mushroof, Moofly of Awmyr Hyder Hussemy Belgramy Hoen
the Mogt Noble Law. Koreshy., Meafty of the Law.

Compared, Herasut Allab

N B By the judicial regulattons, the law of Kessas has been modified, and
where the hewr of the murdered person will not prosecute, the Government attor-
ney docs.
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28 ORIGINAL LETTERS

IL.
Proceeding of the Magistrate's Court of Moorshudabad

Complaint,
13 of January, 1797, English styic
A pevion nawed il Mohammed, whabitant of Pulton Bazai, having eome to
the judicial court of the distuct of Moorshudabad, presented & petition, and

made cath to the tuth thereof, |
Sigaed, Lial Mohammed.

Petition,

14tk of Aghun, 1203, Bengal style,
Hail, Cherisher of the Poor |

ki the afternoon (of yesterday) Ewent to Mr. Wilton, dwellmg at. Myanpoor, a
dependency of the distrct of Moorshudabad, 1n order to settle mth hum regard.
Mg wy wages aud some monay lent, and asked for the amount , upon thus
demand, he cruelly struck your petizoner with his fist, and kecked him violently,
msomuch that Ius hit was nearly extmgmnshed, end the bleod flowed plentifully
1 am: therefore hopefil that yoir wilt summon the aforesaid person to your pre.

sence, and adininister justice,
Signed, Lil Mohammed,
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A0 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

Summons.

Bx 1t known to Mr, Wilton, now resichng at Myanpoor, that whereas a person
named Lil Mohammed, an mhahitant of Pulton Bazar, has made complamt in
the Court of Moorshudabad, that you struek end kicked lum {the complainant)
1n a cruel manner, and caused the blood to flow, you are therefore summoned,
and requured, on the sight of this, to hasten to the saad court. You will consider
this as peremptory,

Doted 18th of January, 1797,

Beail.

I Moz Addeen, who at present 2o an inhabatent of Myanpoor, Whereas, a per-
son named YAl Mohammed, inhabitant of Pulton Bazar, haslodged a complant
i the Dhatriet Court of Justice of Moorshudzabad against My, Whilton, for beat-
g and kicking him, &e. Wherefore I, the deponent, have with my own free
will and congent become bail for Mr. Wilton, and I hereby agree, and give m
wittang, that the aforesaid gentleman will attend the Court, and will apswer tc
the smd complaint, and if he thall absent himself, I will produce um ; "but if by
sny chance I am wnable to produce him, I will forfert the sum of twenty-five
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52 ORIGINAL LETTLEERES.

rupees, and that I will without any evasion produce (the money) Wherafore
these few hnes have been wntten as a Baul-Bond, that in case of necesaity they

mey be used
" Dated, 10th of the month Magh, 1203, Bengaly.

Letter of ditorney.

I Mister Wilton, who at present awm resding at M}rangonr, Wheaiess 8 person
named L31 Mohammed, mhabitant of Pulion Bazay, has lodged a complant
againgt me m the Distriet Court of Justice of Moorshudabad, for Deating and
lackmp ham, I have therefore appomted Mukuwrmut Allsh o be my atteimey,
to answer for me m the said proceedings , and 1 agree and give 1n wnhing that
whatever the aforesmd aitorney shall say on my part, and every sizned paper
that he shall present for the seithng of thus affamr, I, the deponent, approve of
and agree to. VWherefore these few hines, by way of letter of attorney, I have
given 1 writing, that they may be of use,
Daded, 14tk of the month Magh, 1208, Bengaly

Defence by the ditorncy.

Ox the 25th of Janvary, 1797, Mukurmut Alloh, the attorney of Mister Wil-
ton, bemng in attermdanee on the Coirt of the Distret of Moorshudabad, and

heing placed opposite the plasntuff, rephed in this manmer : thet some tme m the
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54 ORIGINAL LETTERS

mendi of Aghup, 1203, ihe date he does not remember, the plant# onc day,
wtaoul any reason, made a great noise and distnibance m the honse of my
chext, apon winch my chent thieatened ham; bui, except thus, did nather
bea. ac. stube lom, and the plait0f has made a false charge and complant
ngetst Ay client
Gegroed, Muknrmat Allah,
&t ey for Ady Widton,
otz Notwithstanding the bold assertion of the attorney, 1t was proved by

twe witoesses that the defendant {en 1vahd seijeant), had used the plantiff
cztoexely Wl These depostions are too leng for wnsertzon,

The Petition of the Security.

Hail, Chensher of the Poor )
Mreren ¥Wiltlon, imhabatant of Myanpoor, a deperdency of the distriet of Moor-
shudzbad, mJuced vour petitioner te be his secunty on the subyect of a come
plamt, filed agamst hin i the Court of Justice of Mooishudabad, by Lt
Mehammed, inhalntant of Pulton Bazar, fon beating and stiiking hum; Tt
without giving your humble servant any mfcrmgtion, he chiamed service 1 the
mlk menufactory, and has gone and seitled a3 Poorneah.  In order to enforee
the attendance of the aforesaid perzon, ¥ icquest that a letter may be addressed
te the Judge of the Dooineah distret, and sent by a spensl messenger, desmg
b to send the aforesmd person, that bemg bere picsent, he may carry on hus
owh canse, und that your humble servaat way be csonerated, It was proper

to represcet this,
&igned, Moizaddeen,

12tk dpril, 1787
Bee Plate No., 1.
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36 ORIGINAL LETTERS

¥t was ordered,
Taatr & warrant be wsued 1m the name of My, Wilion, and dehvered te

two messengers, who havimg given information to the magistrate of the dstrict
of Poornealy, they the serd messengears shall seize and bung Inther the before

mentionsd peison
Signed, W. Cowell, Assesfant.

128k Adpred, 1797 A True Copy, C Becher, dssisinnt

Note, Mr Willen having been unwell, the magmstrate of Poorneash dechned
sending harm, and the busmess appears ta have been settied, by the following

Adeguitiance.

¥ L3l Moliaommed, an mhahitant of Pulten Dazar, Whereas I, the deponent, dia
lodge = complamt in the Crimnnal Court of Justice, of the district of Moorshu.
dabad, against Mr. Wilion, inhehiiant of Myantunder, having at this tame re
cerved, through Sheikh Mozaddeen, inhabitant of Muddapme, who was seeu
niy tor the aioresad (Vvilton), the sum of twenty-five yupees, I do, with m
wwa Treewnll and consend, declize that I am salisfied . and I therefore mve thos
writing, that hercafter, should I make any coraplaint ¢n thiz subject, it will be
falsc, and unworthy of heng hesrd. I have given theze few hnes by way of se
quittsnice, that xn case of need they may be used.
Dialed, 4tk of the month Aplun, 1208, Bengaly.

Compuared, Witnessad Gy e The mark of
Herasnt Allah. Moonshy Ram. Lal Mohammed,
X
Shaikh Mynu Kkansaman,
Fulabitante of Mudapore.

N. B. The object of mserting this caatse, was merely an account of the forms
of the official papers it containe: for the same reason, the papers to the end of
ths section are added.
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38 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

Penally Bond, or Recognizance.

Y, Ahlad Putwary, mhabitant of Ghaga, District of Nagpoor, Wheress, I, the
deponent, have filed & complamnt n the Crmnanal Cowrt agamst Subhu, and
others, for the murder of my father-in-law, ﬁMEd Incharam, I now pomise gad
give mn writmng, that I will constantly atterd the Court ull the termination of this
canse. If by ang chance I should be absent, I will then pay = fine of fifty
rupees” into '?he Umi‘rt Elﬁ’i’.hl&lf!.*.f.t':«!‘rﬂ,, I'have giwven these few hnes by way of pe-
nalty bord, that in case of neeeasity they may be used,

Writien on the 28k of the month of January, 1796, English style

Perwaneh, or Order.

In the name of Raja Dyvanath Sahy, Zemindar of Nagpoor.

Muay the exalted and iHustrious Raga Dmnath Sahy be prosperous !
A muarderer named Sublw, and huis nephew, have been seized 1n the nilage of
Balkote, it 15 therafore w1:1tten, that mstantly on the arrival of this order, you
shall quickly dispatch the aforesmd murderers in the most eareful manner-
wnder charge of some of your own musqueteers, let them not delay a single
hawr.  Censider this as pereptory,
Bated, 284 of the month of January, 1796,
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40 ORIGINAL LETTERS,

Appointment of an Umpire.
Seal of the Khalen, or Exchequer

Warrant, dated 12th of December, 1775.
Bz 1t known to Sunbhn Nath Amyn, that whereas Chokul Behary Seth, Ta-

loohdar of the village of Begnmpoor, 1 the collection of MNoor, and dependant
on the city of Hoogly , and Moonshy Khatem, of the vilage of Ghurserw, m
the sforesaid collection, with their omm free will and consent, have petiioned the
uoble Exchequer, that an umpire rmght he sent to setile a dispute respecting the
londs of Sunwaneh, and other boundares, and a bazar , wherefore, yvou arve
sppoirted and sent s umpire. It 1s requimte that you shall procecd wto the
eountry, and having in an upnght and honest rmanner, coliected nformation
fiom the recogmzances of bath parties, which they have mven mto the offies,
and from the people of the nesghbourbosed, vou must settle the dispute respect-
ing the lands, beundaries, and marker, and bring the papers of scttlement, with
the agreemsnt of the parizes, to this Comt On tis subjeet, you will conmder
this as peaiive.

Adgreement,

Acreement wath AlkE Luchmun and others, weavers, shopkeepers, willa-
gers, dealers in sugar, &c. mhabulants of the ivwn of Xurle, 13 thus: Tt appears
that they have fled from the smd town, but have 1cquested an asreement, in
arder thet they may reestablish the place, 1t is m consequence granied. Itis
recinsite, that being by overy means free from anxiety, they ray return with
perdact secunity, rebuild and populate the village, the {(fees for) Pan, &e. for the
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42 ORIGINAL: LETTERS

¥usuly year 1179, are excused , they will pay thewr renis to government, from
the beginmng of the Fusuly year, 1180, according to ther own regulatons.
They are to consider this 23 & solemn agreement, and act according to what 13
written.

Dated, 4t% of Suly, 1769, Englsh style,

Agreement or Monopoly,

AsRTEMENT with Eichen, renter of the Bar duties of the collectorship of the
town of Gavjam, on Paun, &c. 18 tlus- In comphance with yoor request, an
agreement has been wade with you, that you shall pay the sum of one thou-
sand rupees, for the collection on Paun, &¢., besde all the usual fees, for the
Fusuly year 1179, corvespondmg with the English year 1769, It 15 requred
that you shall regulariy pay mto the treasury the aforessid sum, for the arn-
cles below mentioned, wihout fl; and having assembled shopkecpers, %e,
by your kand conduct make themn econtented and thankfnl, and exert gll your en-

deavours to Increase the revenue.

Appendz,
Tug articles on which you are to pay the taxes, are on the saops for Paun,
Tobacce, Ganya,* and O,
Doated, 7tk of July, 1769, English style.

Qficcial Report of a Hinds destroying his Daughter.

Ox the moming of the 29th of September, 1806, Tyla and Gusle, mdwives,
cane and represented, that 2 daoghter has been born m the house of Bhug-
wunt Smg Thaker Bhuderyeh, but he mtends to 131l her: we e therefore

* An mtoxeating drug,
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44 ORIGINAL LETTERS,

ectne to inform you. Yow humble servant nnmechately on hearng this mitells-
geuce, sent off Luchman Sing, musqueteer, to forbid hma, but the aforesaid
Bhuderych, previcus to the arrval of the soldier, had made the elnld drmk
tobaceo water, which kiled her  As soon as the soldiers approached Bhuade-
ryeh, be saud to him, Don't thank of kilhag your danghter , 1f you do lall hes,
st will be very bad for you  Bhuderyeh rephed, In the first place, I had not
the means of gettang her mared, and beside that, it has always been the custom
of our family 1o destroy the davghters, for which reasons I bave kiled her 11
consequence of thns, the soldier returned and repeated all the particulars Your
hurable servant wmmediately on hearng this, sent back the musqueteer with
another soldrer, iz order to smze Bhuderyeh, upon which the aforesmd decia-
red that they should not take fum ahve. The soldrers hemg without power,
came back and mmformed me of all the emwonpstances. Az your servant cannot
without orders fight with any person, therefare, accordwp to the regulations, he
has commumented all he knows, after the most minute mquny Whateves
orders you may be pleased to 1ssue shall be oheyed. The persons who can give
evidence on ilus subject ave Sudha, watchman, and Meondy, barber
Higaed, Rem Sing, Cwiseal,

Futteh Chund, Clerk,
Dated, B06h September, 1806,
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46 ORIGINAL LETTERS

It was ordered, That a warrant be 15sued to the Thanshdar, to seize the afore-
smid Bheduryeh, by every means m his power, and send hum with the witnesses

to the presence.

The warrant was issued the Gth of October, 1806.

Sale of Land

In the nameof God, the clement, the merginl |

Sealed by the consent of both parties.
It is hereby agreed and contracted, according to law, that the persons named
Misery and Mooty, sons of Bija Herdy, of the Jat tmibe, head men of the wil.
tage of Dlxwru, m the parish of Kabul putteh, in the provinee of Agra, m ths
rianaet, viz. that the whole of the aforesad place, which contans twenty Bis-
wahs,* and 15 bounded en the four sides, viz. on the east, by the lands of
Kudehk; on the south, jons the lands of Ryn; on the west, by Mandeh ; on
the north, by the lands of Shenfaddeenpoor, part of the land of which 15 eults-
vated and paxt failow, and contaius several fruit trees, and other trees, also a
irick bunlt well, a dust hole, &¢ & pond, and s place for (making) salt, and
whatever depends upon the aforessid village, we have sold for the sum of five
hunded and one rupees of the present veiguy, the half of which1s two hundred
and fifty rupees eight annas of the same cwrrency, withont any objection or
vinlence, but with our own free will and consent, mto the hands of the PErsons
nzmed Hakim Hazm Aly Khan, and Asker Aly Khan, sons of Hakim Shah

¥ A Biswsh is cne-sixtieth part of an acre.
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£3 ORIGINAL LETTERS

Mohammed, son of Ikhlas Addeen, and having made this 1egelar and lawful
sale, have received and taken possession of the aforesmd sum, and declare that
we, the deponents, have hereafter no clmm on the aforesad place, and 1f we
should at sny tume assert any nght io the aforesard lands and its dependences,
we shall be hars and culprits, and f by chance any other claumant shall appear, or
any doubts shall cccur that 1t haz Dbeen otherwise scld, we will be answerable
thereto, we have recarved and taken the aforesad sum in full possesmion of all
ouy faculties smd understanding, and have entirely delivered over all cur 11ghts
to the aforesaid Hakim Kazmm Aly Khan, and Asker Aly Khan.

Written the 21st of the month Rubby Assany, year of the Hegera, 1198

W itnessed by, Gopal Ram Choudry, of environs of Agre, §e.

Shakh Abd ai Islam Kantin G, Deifo

Report of the Police Qfficer, dated 5th of October, 1906.

Ox Sundayevenng,a person named Allsh Bukhsh, supermtendent of the village
of Lony, m the pansh of Surhind, came and represented, that Suda Smg Ray-
poot, inhabitant of the aforesaid village, had inflicted a severe wound of a sword
on his own lefthand ; onrecerving this mtelligence, Tran Bukhsh the Thanak-
dar, set off to make mqury, and having arnved at the village of Lony, sent for
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50 ORIGINAL LETTERS.

Murjad and Huttera Sing, Zermndars, and demanded the cause of the mar’s
having wounded hunself; they explamed that the aforesad Suda Smg was
full brother to Muhaat Sing, that early m the morung he went ont to labour,
and icmaned out the whole day, during which, lus biother did not bring lnm
any provismons. When e 1eturned to the village 1n the evenmng, & quarel took
place between the two brothers, and 1n the violence of his hunger (and pasaon)
he made a cut witha aword on his left arm, unmediately after winch, both bio-
thers fled from the willage for fear of the police, leaving nexther wife, chnldren,
or honsehold effects, as they ganed therr hvelhood by work and lzbour, and sel-
ling grass,

It was proper to state this, fon the information of your Worshng

Dated, 6Eh ﬂ.:mber-, 1555;5. S

Sigred and witnesSed by Jogrim and Murjad, Zenendars of Lony
end Rejun Choudry, of the parish qf Swhind

Passport.

L.z7 this order be known to the kecpers of the roads, the watchmen, and guayr-
digns of the passes, of the ways, and roads, of the dwstaiet of Ttchapoor, &e.
dependent on the Zemindars of Swcacole, that Bheunermn and Blngwan, bank-
trs, sexvenis of the Company, sometimes send persons with cormages into the
szad places, from Gangam, &c. for the purpose of scarchmg for, and purchasmg
copper com, &e, for the use of the Company’s people , 1t 15 requred thot they
shall not be malested for customs, but allowed to pass freely, that the aforesad
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52 ORIGINAL LETTERS.
articles may be constantly supphed, Consder this erder as most positive, and

let them act according to what is wntten,

Dated, 20tk November, 1767,

Warrant.

Be 1t known. to Mohsnmed Ghose, servant of the Company, that wheieas you
are appointed to collect the tevenne of the district of Mabareths, zexndar of
Burdy , 1f 15 required that you proceed thither, and collect the atiemis of reve-
nue for the year 1177, Fusuly, to the ]ﬂft_ penny, and be constantly sending the
pmoimt reddiged, tothe Presence. And Wﬁéi&?er 11 collected (o kand) so seeure
it, that a mngle gran ghall not pass into the possession of the Zemundar, Let
him conetder this as poative.
Daled, 8th of the month of December, 1787,
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ORIGINAL LETTERS.

54
ITI.
A H 1207
Cory, Seal of the Supreme Cioil
Corresponding with the Original, Court of Appeal
Witness, Yar Aly, Keeper of the
Records of the Civel Court.

0O the 21st of November, 1795, Enghsh style, Sebam Sunder, attorney of the
court, camae and, filed = petition respecting au appeal, together with a disrissal
{of the cause) by the (provmaal) court and h.lﬂ letter of attoiney, on the pamt of
the nppellant.

The exact, Copy of which,

is this. No. 51.

Sea Plate Mo 12,

Hail, Just of the sge !
Gorpapuvr Manararra, of Julydangs, a dependency of the distrmet of Bishen.-
;IBE}T, represents, that your hurmble servant having heen dissatisfied with the decree
of the districl court (of Burdwan), presented an eppeal to the provincal cowrt of
Calcutta, agamnst Ram Kant Mahapater, inhalntant of Bishenpoor, for the sum
of 1654 rupees, 12 sungs. On the 10th of the month of September 1795, the
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5 CRIGINAL LETTERS

claim of your hurmble servant was rejected by the gentlemen of the smd court,
bemng also dissatisfied with thns decree, he has reparred to the supreme court of
justice, and 38 hopeful, from your bounty and favour, that a summons may be
issued an the persons (concerned), and sm order for the production of the papers,
that having obtamed his nght through the Justice adormng the woild of the
Supreme Court, he may be employed and oecupried m praymg {ov the prospe-
nty of the ilnstnous gentlemen Tt was proper to 1epresent thas

Feled, 213t November, 1795, Segned, Sebamn Sunder, Atforney of the
G. H. Barlow, Supreme Corrt, en the part of Gurda-
Hegisirar, dhur Mahepater.

Proceedings of the Supreme Court of Appeal.

Wﬁ‘l’iﬂ&'ﬂ'{iﬂy’ 19¢A of ihe month of January, & T 1797,
In the presence of Wilham Cowper, Esqure.
Appeliant, Gurdadber Mahapater.
fespondent, Ram Kant Mabapater,

Subject of these Proceedings. Seham Sunder Pundit, attorney of the appellant,
aatt Shakh Rhemut Allah, attorney of the respondent, bemg present, filed the
whole of the proceedings and papers en thas cause, sent by the provinmal court
of appeal of Calcutta, together with the questions aud answers. This court
_hat'ing perused the copies of the appesl petition, No 12, The answer of the
tespondeni, No, 133 the reply of the appellant, No I4; and the rgomnder of
the respondent, No, 15; also the report of Mr. James Stnart, Acting Ragistrar
of tire Bupreme Civil Court, and having considered them attentively, the judges
of thiz eourt are of opitmon, that the ancient and heredhtery mght of the
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58 ORIGINAIL LETTERS.

appellant to the business of the Ra} Parhauty¥ of the whele of the parish of Ti-
shenpoor, or sny portion of it, does nol exist, and the appellant has not an any
mannet established the proofs ; bhut allowwng that there 1 such hereditan y nghe,
gtail che aforesmd has not proved that i the performance of that offiee, there 1
any certam profit which the Ray Puaruhat may elamn, or that such proeceds arve
authonzed by law , and with respect to the decree of Mr. Vanmttart, wlich the
appellant has wiged as a strong proof of his daim, 1 the exammation hefore this
Court . the judges are of opimon, that the smd deeree, 10 corroboration of s
claim, was not presented among the other documents to the District Court,
Nay, whenever the distinet judge enquured of the attotney of the appellant, sf
m astabhshing the claim of Ins chent, such decrec was mentioned among the
ather documents, {it was found) that such decree had not beenmserted , where-
fore the ;u&ges of the Bupreme Court do erder and decree, that the docree
passed (by the Provinmal Court) on the 10th of September, 1793, confirming
the deciee of Mr. John Lumsden, now a judge of ilus Comt, then the dstriet
judge of Burdwan, dated the Srd of March, 1795, shall be affirmed and esta-
blished , and the judges of the Supreme Court de also order, that the appeiant
shall pay both his 0wy and the respondent’s costs, according to the Appendix.

Inspector of fatlow lands.
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Particulurs.
Rs 150. 14 As.
Expenses of the Attorney of the Expenzes of lus own Attorney on
Respondent m thy Court, viz the aforesmd sum, the sum of so-
on the sum of one thousand sx venty-five rupees, seven annas

hundred and dumrty-five yupees
twelve annag, the sum of seventy- Segned, J, Stuars,

five rupees seven annas deting Register
Signed, W, Cowpel.

N.B The number of papers filed 1 this cause were soventy-seven, the pro-
ceedings were wnitten i Perwan and Bengaly, on paper nme imches broad, ox-
tendmg twenty feet in lengtl:  The want of proper Petsan types hes prevented
me giving the Rukknm, o1 figures used in accounts, but a Lithographue Plite
of them will be given,
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