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vill BIST-MAQATEH-E-QAZVINT

Turks had never settheir foot tn Azarbaijan. Thus in Futuh-
ul-Buldan of Beladuri (about 253 A.H. 868 A.D.Yand Asar-
ul-Belad of Zekris bin Mnhammad-e-Qazvini (674 A H. 1275
A.D.) and in Al-Buldan of Tone Whzih.al Yaqubi (about 278
A.H. 891 A.D,) wherever the meotion of the Azarilanguage
is made, necessarily it refers 1o the particular Azari
dialect of the Persian Ianguage and none else. Even to-day
in several of the villages of Avarbaijan, a sample of this
old Azari language is to be found. Quoting Marquart, the
anthor says that the language of Azarbaijan was undoub-
tedly of Pahlavi origin. According fo the testimonies of
writers like JIbon-ul-Muqaffa and Hamze-i-lsfahani and
Eharezmi also, the languaage of the people of Azarbaijan
was Pahlavi,

The first time the Turkisk language appeared in Azar-
baijan was during the reign of the Saljugs. Thea during
the onslaught of the Mongols, as their armies were stationed
in the various cities of Azarhaijan, it gained farther curreney.,
After the conguest of Taimuor, it got a firm footing there.

As stated by Poure-Davoud, the second volume wilt
contain the remaining essays together, if possihle, with
other articles and discourses of the author which are ready
but bave not been put in print,

I feel no doubt that publications of works like this, will
facilitafe the task of University authoritiesTin prescribing
books of modern Persian scholars to enable our University
students to learn modern Persian as written by the most
erinent writers of the age. [ am glad therefore I have been
instrumental a liffle in the publication of this work of
the great scholar modern Persia has produced—one held in
deep respect and esteem by the orientalists of Europe, and
nomioated by Persia as her representative to the Inter-
national Congress of Orientalists to meet this summer in

Oxford.

D. J, IRANI,
BoMmay, APnir 192§,



PREFACE vii

room that by the noisetheservants might awnke and prepare
food for the guests before they departed She didnot eall to
the men lesther voice may be heard by the gurests, which would
have been unlawful.”As, however, the guests had an uncere-
monious exit, she got the food prepared and sent it in their
wale wifh instroctions tostop Amin-er-Rihani and his follow-
ers by all means at their disposal and make them eat the food.,

13, Oie fabricated A'hd-Namehi: This Ahd-Nameh
is in the Department of Lducation at Isfahan, It refers
to an agreement arrived at between Ali, the fourth Khalif,
and the Christian Elders in the year 40 A H. (660 A.D)
at Mushhad Hazqil abont four leagues from Najaf in Trag.
Therein Ali on bebalf of himself and the Moslem eom-
munity undertakes to see that the Christian population is
protected from all Liarm and oppression, and direcia that
no one should injure them in any event. The condition
is that evervone of the Christians, must pay every year 33
silver dirhams as Jeziya. This A’hd-Nameh is not genuine
for many reasons, Its style and orthography are incorrect
and it i3 impossibie to believe that during the time of Al
the Arabic language had deteriorated to such an extent,
Morecver, the alleged vwriter of this A’hd-Nameh, one of
the famous companions of Ali, known as Hashfm-bin-
Atabai-ul-Vaqqas, was killed in a battle in 37 A H. (657
A.D) It was not possible for him therefore to write this
A’hd-Nameh in 40 A H, (660 A D.). Apparently, this A'hd-
Nameh seems to have been made up by some unserupulous
Christians between the 7th and the %th century A.H,

14, Azari, ihe Lomguage of Asarbaijon: It is
2 criticism on an essay writfen by a Persian scholar abont
the Awari langnage. The writer of that essay has asserfed
the opinion that aceording to various anclent writers, one
of the ancient Persian dialects was current and was koown
as Azari, Qazvinl says thet the zaid essay Js the proper
apatwer to the Ottoman Turks, who for their own political
reagons, assert falsely that the language of Azarbaijen was
derived from the old Tarkish. The ancient writers when they
referred to the Azari language did so at a time when the



Ti BIST-MAQALEE-F-QAYVINI

he travelled throogh ell the regions of Iray and Arabia, and
tbhe wonderful experience he has bad, has been well related
ir: the bock. A homorouns incident of his travel our author
has given tn his review, and it is worth while yuoting it here
foo.

On visiting the ruler of the tribe of Hawashiab, Amin-
er-Ribani was received in the paliace which was 1n reality an
ordinary house of mud and brick, The vuler discharged the
duties of bospitality with such zeal as to claim to hold the
world’s record on the sabject. Amin-er-Rihani was to start
from the palace early inthe morninyg. so at night Lie bade yoed-
bye to the ruler, thanked lilin for all that he had dune und told
him that there wuas no necessity to disturb hiin or his household
early i1 tue marning when they -tweel, ant heaee he was
bidding gno I-hye befors retiving for che nizht, Bafore che break
of dawn Amin-er-Ribani and his inen were packing ap their
luggage on the eamels, when all of aauiden, g big pitcher of
water fell th thelr midst with a oud crasly, giving an ancons.
fortable wetting to some of his men, They took this incident
as an accident, but afew minntes thereafter they saw another
big carafe full of watercome down from a winl.w of tiie up-
per floor. These were followe L 11 qjuick succe~~ion by albazin
and a jug From the ~awe winlow. Su-pectir.a that their hoat
wanted to see them depart without Fartlier deluy. Amin-er-
Kikani and hi= folluwer- hume iistelv wonnted their camels,
and departed hastily wondering what else mixzht have follnwed
had thev tarried longer, They had gone ahout an hour’s
journey when they saw some meun follewing them post haste
o leet Arab horses. They were velling to Awin-er-Riliani
to balt. Thinking chat the object of these people was any-
thing but triendly, they set paze to their camel~. Their pur-
sners thereupon fired thelr guns and Amin-er-Rihani had to
halt and weke prepuration- fur a tight to the finish, When
these wen approachied however, he found them earryving with
them tray= of eatuble: und dishe~, When a<ked ubout their
wonderful conduct. they replie! thur thev wepe the -eevants
of the prince and as all of them were asleep ia the moming,
the ruler’s wife had throwne dowu various articles. from her
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taing a criticism of this work which is one of the oldest
books 1n the Persian language and.records the history of the
Saljngs composed in the year 595 AH, {1202 A.D.) that
is within 9 years of the extinction of this dynasty in Persia.
Its anthor iz Mahomed-bin-Ali-bin-Soleimin-bin-Mzhomed-
hin-Ahmad-bin-al-Hussein-bin-Hamt-ul-Ravendi, This book
was published 1n 1921 A.D. at Leyden by the Trustees of
the Gibbs Memorial, edited by the great Indian scholar, Sir
Muhammad Iqbal,

8. The Qasideh of Mo’ezzi: This is one of the
famous qasidehs of Mco'ezzi who died in 1147 A.D,

9. A Letter from Paris: This records the author’s
complaint abont the wrong style of writing adopted by the
journals of Iran and about the incorrect belief of some of
them favouring a change in the ordivary mode of composition
by replacing many an ordinary Persian word of a thousand
years’ use by obsclete words,

10, Another Lebler from Parts: This contains the
author's exhortations to observe the current method of

Persian composition and to avoid the use of unfamiliar
eXpressions,

11, A4 Crifecism: The anthor here criticises an article
by & writer of Tehran, who on account of his want of infor-
mation had attacked severely our ancient writers, and charae-
terised the poets and scholars who are the pride of Iran
a8 half-mad, and their language as corrupt, because of the
use of Arabic words in their writings.

12, Receni Publications: Muluk-ul-Argb: This
is @ review of two volumes of travels by Amin-er-Rihani, a
Christian Arab of 3yria and the well-known writer and poet
who was educated in America and whose work was printed
at Beirut in the Arabic language in 1524-25.% The travels
of Amin-er-Rihani took about a year. He had a political ohject
in view, viz,, the bringing about of unity amengst the various
rulers of Arabia, Enconntering many a hardship and danger,

# T had the pleasure of seeing Mr. Amin-er-Rihani in Bombay and
wag Lot & little surprized at meeting for the first time a culiured aod
vefiped Arab of Syria.—D- J. L
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their common enemy, Perhaps Taimur means by the
common enemy the Ottoman Sultan Bayezid against whom
digismond of Huagary was fighting and to whose help
Charles bad sent an army. He also expresses a desire thad
mutual trade may be established between France and his
kingdom,

6. The Oldest Book in the Modern Persian Lan-
guage, thal 13, the Persian language as prevailing
after Islam: There are three works which are written in
approximately the same age. The first is the translation of
the great history of Tebari (died 310 A.H. 923 A.D.) which
o0 years after the composition of the original work inm
Arabic, through the instrumentality of Balami, the Vazir of
Mansur-bin-Nuoh, was transtated into Persian in 352 A.H,
{863 A.D,)., The second is the Persian tranzlation of the
commentary oe the Koran done at the command of the
same Mansur-bin-Nuh, Apparently it was written between
350 and 366 A.H. (861-976 A D.), The third book, treats
ing of the elements of medicing, is known as the Book of
Al-Abniye-An-Haqayeg-el-Adviye, wriiten by Abu Mangur-
Muwalfeq-bin Ali al-Heravi. This book toc was written
between 350 and 366 A.H.in the time of the same Mansor-
bin-Nuh, Only one mannscript of thizs book in the hand-
writing of Asadi-Tusi, the singer of the Kershasp-Namehand
the writer of the well-known dictionary, is existing at present
i Vienua, It was written in 447 A H, (1053 A.D.), Apart
fromthe antiquity of the original, this manuscript itzelf is the
oldest Persian mannuscript now existing, More ancient still
than this work is the intreduction which several manuscript
editions of the Shah-Nameh contain, an introduction different
from the well-known introduction of Baisunghuri, Some proofs
exist to meke us cone to the conclusion that this introduc
tion is the very introduction written in 348 A H, (957 A.D.),
for the prose Shah-Nameh of Abu-Mansur-Muohammad-bia-
Abder-Rezzag Tusi, which eventually Firdausi turned into
verse. Hence it was composed six vear: before the
tran=lation of Bal*ami.

[

i. The Book Rahat-us-Sudwr: This artele con-
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manuscripls.

« 3 The oldest Persian Poewe: The coldest Persian
poem mentloned In historical works appears to have been
written in €0 AH. {679 A.D.) and is attributed to an Arab
poet named Ibune-Mufarregh, The second, which is like a
song, is said to be dated 108 AH. (726 A, and is said to
have been sung by the childean of Khovasan at the time
when Abu-Mandar-Asad bin-Abdullah.Al-Clasri was defeated
by the Khagan iu the battle of Khottalan, and fled to Balkh.

Tha Qasideh attributed tn Abbas.e-Marwezi and waid
to have been written in the praise of Kbalif Mdmun iz not
genuine, for the verses are without doubb written at & much
later date. The mistake committed in thiz respect by the
writers of biographies has been repeated by orientalists like
Ethé and Paul Horn,

4. Tehran: The oldest hook in which the word
Tehran is mentioned, is the work * Istakhri ' written in 340
A H. (951 A.D.) and thereafter in the works of [bne-Hauqual
{about 366 AH. 976 A.D), aud Mugaddasi {about 373
AH, 985 A.D.), then in Al-Ansab of Baméinl {(about 553
AH, 1180 A.D)), and in the book Rahat-vs-Sadur in the
history of the S8aljugs (about 589 A.H. 1202 AD.}
Thereafter in the Tarikh-i-Tabaristan of Ihine-Fefandiar
(613 A.H.1216 A.D.), in the Mo'ajam-ul-Baldan of Yagut
(621 A.H. 1224 A.D.), then Asar-ul-Bilad (674 A.H, 1275
A.D.). Therafter in the Jamé-ut-Tawarikh of Rashid-ud-
din-Fazlullah {about 710 A.H, 1310 A.D.), and in the
book of Nuzbat-ul-Qulub of Hamdullah Mustaof 1o (740
A.H. 1339 A.D.), ete.

5. The Letter of Avwr Taimur (Tamerlane) fo
Charles VI of France: This letter is preserved in Paris
at  Les Archives Nationales ” and was first brought to light
by Sylvestre de Sacy. This letter was written by Awmir
Taimur on the 1ot day of August 1302 A,D. to Charles
VI. Amir Taimur expresses his delight at the recelpt of &
letter from King Charles »ent through a Franciscan friar
named Frangois Ssathra, In this letter Armir Taimur
expresses his joy at King Charles giving a severe hiding to
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Poure-Davoud hi- selected the name © Bist-Viagaleh-e-
Qzvini,” that is © The Twenty Discourses of Qazvini,” for
the work which will be in two volumas, The eszays are
arrange 1 in the or lor of dates except the last which necessarily
was requirel ty be placel first. #s Mirea Mubanunad EKhan
Qazvini b given his antebirgraphy therein,

For the information of English veaders the contents of
the volume are given in short hereunder : —

t. dutoblography @ The first article contains the
author's autoblography written at the veguest of several
of hi~ literary friends in Tehran. He informs us in
what Madresa in Tehran he was educated and the
schiolars from whom he received his training. In the year
1322 A H, (1901 A.D.) he lefc for London and stayed there
for two yvenrscoming in contact with learned zchoelars, amoogst
whom was the late Prof. E. Browne, who was then a Trustee
of tha Gibbs Memrrinl Fand, The zuthor was commissioned
tr edit =evecal Persiul volumes of thatseries which he did in
1324 AH, {1908 A1) Again. at the request of the zame
Trustees he nnrdertnok the work of editiug the Tédrikh-i-Jahin
(rushi-i=Juwayni. For this work he had to go to Paris torefer
to the varion= manu~ertpt= in the Biblivthéyne Natdonale de
Paris. Hazre, tn>, the author came in conmer with many
orientalizst~, At the outbreak of the war, his work was
necessarily delayed, ani he taok the opportanity of going
to Barlin in Octaber 1915 in company with the Perian
Ambas=ador who was leaving for (ermanvy, The author
staved in Berlin for four years and a half, and there two
met an | gaiuefi the eateem and respect of many German
scholara, On 4th January 1920 he left Germany for Paris
where he 1~ still working, as before, in the caun-e of Persian
Literattre,

2, Mude of Wetteny « This artiele i= written in special
referenn- 12 the in lefitare ericle (2d) oerurring at the end of
worl ealing in (13). In all the ancient mannseripts thia
wetha 1 of weiting hns been observed uneil aboat SO0 ALH.
(1207 A.D.) thati- upto tha tine of Amir Taimur. There-
after this metheld ba~ not heen followed in subsejuent



PREFACE,

To the readers of the QGibbs Memorizl Series and of the
works of the late Professor Edward Browne, the name of
the great Persian scholar, Mirza Muhammad Khan Qazvini,
must  be very familiar. To the Persian literary world his
name 18 a watchword for profound scholarship. Many a
volume of the Gibbs Memorial Series like the Marzubin-
Ndma, the Chahdr-Maqdla, Al-Mujam Fi Ma'dv{ri Ash'dr
'1"Ajam, the Térikh-i-Jahdn-Gushg-i-Juwayni, and his
various literary essays in modern Persian journals evidence
the scholarship, the deep learning and the critical method
of study of this acknowledged master of Persian and Arabic
literature,

For European readers I cannot do beiter than guote
from the Persian Preface of the Editor of ihese essays, my

friend Aga Poure-Davoud, as to how this collection of
essays came to he printed. As Poure-Davoud says this
bock contains the various literary and historical essays and
articles of Mirza Muhammad-bin-Abda'l-Wahabh-Qazvini,
which appeared in Pergian, in various journals in Harope
or Pergia like ‘The Kaveh’, *The Iranschiihr’, ‘The
Farengestan’, etc. Poure-Davoud felt that it would be a
matter of great regret if the studied writings of such a
scholar of Iran, who had practically dedicated his life to the
gervice of Persian literature, should be lost for all practical
purposes by not being brought together and printed in one
volume. He consequently approached Mirza Mubammad Khan
Qazvini with a request to send him his essays and articles
which had appeared in print bitherto, and aliow bim to edit
the same while he wag in India, This request was acceded to
and twenty essays were sent from Paris to Poure-Davoud in
India with full authority to him to edit the same in such
manner as he liked. In view of the respect Poure-Davoud has
for the deep scholarship of this profound master of Persian
and Arabic Literatare, he says he has not touched these
eszays in spite of the wide authority given to bim, and bas
printed them as they are, for so they deserved to be.
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