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PREFACE.

Y

At e

Tar present work is an humble but carnest endea-
vour to free the history of Mohammed [rom {alse
agcusations and illiberal imputations, and to vin-
dicate his just claim to be reparded as one of the
arealest benefactors of manind.

The writers who, misguided by a band zeal, havé
thus assailed the fair fame of the Restorer of the
Worship of the Uwtry, have not only shown them-
gelves to be wholly uninfluenced by the spirit of that
charily 50 strongly and emphatically inculeated by the
Saviour himself, but have also erred in judgment, for
the least reflection would bhave convinced them that
it 18 not from & Chylstian and modern stand-point that
iho Prophet unid his doetiines ought to be examined
and cnticised, but from an Eastern one: in other
words, Mohamted thould be contemplaled and judged
&s a religons reformer and legislator hiving in Arabia
n the seveuth cotitury after Ghrist, and he must then,
lﬂﬂit undoubtedly, be wcknowledged as the very,

greateat tnan whom Asia ¢an claim as her son, if not,
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one of the rarest and mosl teansoendont genwses the
world itsclf ever produced.

If we consider what the Arabs were before Moham-
meod's appesrance and what they became after il—it
we rellect, morcover, upon tho enthusinam kindled
and kept alive by bis doctrine in the breasts of wore
then ore hundred and sixty millions of the human
race—we cannot but feel that to withhold our admira-
tion from so extraordinary and so great o man would
ke the most fagrant imjustice, and that to attnibuie
his advent Lo mere blind chance would be to doubt
the over-ruling powcer of Ihvine Providence,

In conclusion, the author would state that, 1 o fow
mstances, when dillident of his own powers to do
ample Jusilce to so intercsting and important a sub-
Ject, he Tas availed hnmself of the ideas and language
of other writers, an aid which he takes the present

opportuntiy o7 eandidly and geatefully acknowledgin.

-
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