Sheibint Khén resided in Bukhirid during the time of Amir ‘Abd
al~'All Tarkhin, the governor, and went on pilgrimage to the shrine
of Khdiwiai Buozurg (in the village called after him Bavedin, two
leagues from Bukhara. ' whither pilgrimages are made even from
the remotest parts of China ).t There he met Khwa)a Nizarg al-din
Mir Muhammad Nagshbandi, the maternal grandson of the said
Buzurg, It was the article of faith of the Nagshbandls to serve
the rulers, according to their dictum 23 L.l Lisad 2 ] =0 it
“Service of the Kings s half the path of mysticism.” Ha did not give
him permission for departure. Then he preformed takajjnd in the
shrine, After some days he was allowed to go on expedition. This
he took it a5 a happy anpary. Thereafter he had a series of aucles.
ses and for twelve years he went on annexing territories extending
from Tutkistdn to Damnyghlin; conquered Itdq and Samarqand
where his name was read in the Kbutba,

“Thie Khin was a master of the Qur'dn ; well-versed in several arts
and sciences, He patronised poets and scholars, He wrote nice poctty
in Avabic, Persian and Turkf,  His Arabic rubiv'y and Turk? liges are
yuoted, e.g., his Turkd chironogram on the death of the saint Najm
al-Din Kubrfi, and’a Turkd Tuyig.  He celebrated his victory over
the Hazard tribe v s Turk? ghisenl which he sent to the Shaikh
al-15Em of [Lardt. Puarther e prepared Nis&h3 Turkd {Turk! Reader)
{nr Q&zD [khtiydr, who did oot kuow Turki, obvionsly in Persiaa.
Speciment of his Persian postry alone is not given by Nithari He
was Killed near Merv in the village of Mahm@dl® at the age of 63 on

Briday, in the month of Russadan qb AL oSS t_,w s the chio-
nogram of his denth.” {pp, 15-221,

“He was the potron of the fullowing -

{1} “Hafig Sultdn Al dwballd, o famous calligraphist,  Shaibiind wrofe
the vorse of the Holy Qur'in beginning with ) ,;4{_45:-..!
(B 5}_,..._‘_3;1 EJL;) in bold nasfalip atd cirealaled 1 to artisis of
Khardsan for their views, (This incidont is deseribed in a contemp-
tuaug wanuer by s soveterste enemy Pabur ofde Memoirs of
KBabur} However, Hiliz Sidian A Awbah hag a Porsian poem in
praise of hiy cailigraphy, which ts quoted by N3thari on pp. 3¢4-3.

i) ManlEnd Balii, s fataocus poet, whe resided in Sumargand and did

L A. Vambery : Travels in Central Asia, p. 1864.
2. Sam Mir/a quotes his Persian line by wuy of contemyn -

3. 0n bee, 1 or 2, 1500 at Tahirdbid, Browne oide History of Persian
Literature in Modern Times, P, bs.
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his grandfather died, he was barely 18 years old. There was 3 favousabis. -
tide ip his affairs, when he got milltary assistance from the Uzbel chiefs
and captured such strong fortresses as Sighmak, etc. Then he advanced
upon Buokbard, where he was immensely helped by ‘Abd al ‘Alf Tarkhin,
the governor., About this fime 1y year old Babur, having been driven out
of Samargand by his uncle, appeared on the scene capturing Samargand,
Soghd, Miyankal, Karshi and other strong places exeept Bukhari which
alope remained in the possession of the Uszbeks. In gogfisor Shaibani
defeated Bibur and regained the lost territory. According to some histo-
raus, the rule of Shaibdni is from gub, when he achieved conguest of
Transoxisna and in view of others from g1z, when he made himself the
master of Transoxianz, Ferghéni, Bhwirlzm and Bisdr. In the British
Musenm, there Is a silver coin of Shaibini dated gre, Mery, Then he
turned his sttention towards Khur8sZEn, which was taled by Husain Mirza,
son of Sultin Husain Baigard, At first Bibur wanted to help the roler of
. Bhurisan, a descendapt of Timiir and 2 relative. In the meantime Mirsd
Husain died. In g13 Babur arrived in Ehurfsin and found the two
princes fighting among themselves as rival kings. He got disgusted and
left them to fight their owm battles, DBabur did not cross the path of
Shaibiri again who easily defeated them and made himgelf master of
Khurdsin. In 916 when he was at the height of his political glory, he was
pitted against Shah Ismé'll, the founder of the Safaw? dynasty, who having
averthrown the White Sheep dynasty in Adharbaijan, wanted to congquer
the whole of Ir2n. He marched inte Khuriein, The haoghty letter of
the Shak as the champion of the Shi‘as, and the highly insuiting reply of
the Khin as the defender of the Snnnis and the mntual recriminations,
recorded in history, stiarted the mast bloody religions wars of the century,
with its repurcugsions in Tarkey, with the result that the Shah defeated
and slew Shaibini Khin fn the vicinity of Merv, and acted in the most
brutal manner, cutting his limbs and sending them to his foes as a grim
warning to them, so horridly described by Browne.r Shaibini died in g16 and
not g15 as the Eneyclopasdia of Isldm states, for the chronogram of his death
a5 given by Nithari is o5 7 o= Surkh Kulah is the red cap worn by the
Turcomans in the army of Shiah Ismail

The Mudhaklir--Ahbab gives the following details of the life of
~ €haibini Khin, based upon his own personal knowledge, not to be found in
Persian histories of the period such as the Ahsan al-Tawarikh of Hasan-i-
Riomli and Tarlkh-i-“Alam Ard’i *Abbasi of [skander Munshi, etc,

“* Throughout his life he was under the spiritual gunidance of the
famous Nagshbandi Order established by Khwija Bahd al-Din
Nagshband (717/1317=%q1/138¢). The Khin-i-‘Ali-Shin, ie.,

1, Browne: Persian Literature in Modern Times {AD 1500-1924) ; pP. &3
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Samarqand with the help of Prince Ab@ Sa‘ld, the Timurid and became the
sovereign of Samarqand. Ulngh Beg gave his danghter, Ribia’ Sultap
Bégum in marciage. About 1456 his power received a great setback from
+he Kalmucks and he had to flee to Sighnak. His rale extended over the
westerts postion of the present Kirghliz Steppes, About 870 AH.[1465 AT,

a historical event of great significance bappened, Historians have recorded
it and opined as follows -

BARTEOLD |

“ About 1465 there was a split among the Ozbegs, through which
the proper inhabitants of the Steppes called since Kazlk separated
from the other portion of the nation 't

SkriNE & Ross;

" About 870 { 1405 ), & number of tlese Uzbegs, disconnected with
their Khan, Abat’l Khair, migrated inte Moghulistin, with the
Sultins Girzy and jinibeg, of the lite of JGj7 { Migration, according
to Veliaminof Zernof; flight of ihe White Horde, according to
Bretschneider ; sxpelled from their original scats, according to
Mirza Haydar Dughlat. { Tarikhi Rashid? p-8z2 ).
Isan Bughd, the then Khin of Moghnlistin or jalah rchabilitated them on
the river Chu, to the west of his domains. These emigrants were subse-
quently known as Uzbeg-Qarays or Claziys, After the death of Abul
Whair 874/1400, a large number of his Uzbegs passed into Moghulisiin and
joined their kinsmen, and, according to Mirza Haidar Dughlat, *the
(aziq Sultdns began to reign in §70/1465 and continued to enjoy absolute
power in the greater part of Ugzbeyistan il g4o { 1533) "7 (Tarikhi Rashidi
p- 82).
"“The power foutdled by him (Abu'l Khair) was, after & short interrup-
tion, set up apain by his grandson, Muhammad Shaib¥ni and developed

inte such @ magnitude that was never dreamt of.” {Encylcopaedia of
Islam p. 95 ).

SHAIBANT KHAN 1 gUU-Li~130T1311

Aby'l Kliair loft eleven sons, one of whom Shaikh Haidar succeeded
for & short time.  Another son, Shih Budiqg, had married Q21 Bégum, &
Princess of Khitdy, and when he died, al the age of 23, their son Muhammad
was brought uyp by his grandfaiber, Abu’l Klair who nicknamed bim Shih
Bakht, a name corrupted to Shaibak, Muhamipad Shalbak Kban or
Shaibini Khin was born in #5535 AH. His full nawe is Abu’l Fath
Muhammad Shaibani Khin b. Budaq b. Abu’l Khair Bahadur. When

r. Encyclopaedia of Islam, Vol, 1, p. 5.
2. Skrine & Ross: Heart of Central Asia, py. 183-184.

13



house of Jfiji, the beritage of the fifth son of Jiijl, namely, Shaibéin whose
dominions were.contignous to those of the White Horde. ' From him sprang
the Czars of Tueman {circa 12241639}, the Khanate of Bukhara { . 1500—
186g ) and the Khanate of Ehivd { Circa 1515-1852). The descendants of
Shaibdn became famous in the 15th centurv under the name of Uzbaks.
As for its origin, scholars are still divided over the name Uzbek. According
to Barthold? and Hostler,? the word Uzbek is not an ethnological term but
a political one derived from Uzbek Khin (1312-1340) of the house of
Jiiji, the eldest son of ChingTs Khin., From early i4th century onwards,
it gignified Muslizn Turks because it was Uzbek Khan who propagated
[slam on a grand scaie. By the 16th century the termn Uzbek meant the
adberents of Shaib&nl Khin, the last congueror of Transoxiana. Finally
it was used for the ruling tribes in the Central Asian Khanates, as against
the Kirghls and the 5&rts. The following historical eveunts must also be
remernbered -

(1) The Uzbeks defeated Babur, the fast Timurids, who later founded
the Mughal dynasty in India, an event of great significance in
‘World History.

(2) In the early z4th century the territory of the Uzbeks was confined
to lands north of the Amu Darvi and the Kopet Dagh under the
Khanate of Bukhara apd lastly. | .

{3} The political history of the Uszbeks is that of the Khanate of

Bukhir? which occupied the area of present day Usbekistdn and
a portion of Tajikistin.

TEE SH 1BaNIns oR “ Anti KnAIRIDES " : { Griegorieff).

The real founder of the Usbek power was Abu’l Kbair (b, 816 d. 874
A H.[1413-149g A.D.) the youngest descendant of Shijban, the youngest
som of Jaji in the sixth degree. Some of the imporfant events of his reign
ate: I4zo proclaimed Khinin Tura (Siberia); defeated a Khan of the
house of Jiiji and got possession of the greatest part of Kipchak; overran
Khwirazm with its capital Urganj and part of Tarkistin ; conguered the
city of Ordfl Bagar; seized temporarily the throme of Sayin Khan of Bati,;
I447 conquered several places mear the Sir Daryi, the most important
being, the snbjugation of the impregmable forfress of Sighnak which he
made his capital, This is the limit of his'territory, for his congnests south
of it were never dorabie; 1451 defeated and killed ‘Abd Allah of

1. Barthold: Historie des turcs d‘Asia Central. Adaptation from Caise
par Mme M. Donskis, Paris; Librarie I“Amerique et d'Orient 1o43
{Pp. 185-153 ).

2, Charles Warten Hostler: Turkism and the Sowviets; Londen : Geotge
Unwin 1957 (p. 64).
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fl 26a-ayb). 1t is mﬂ&wamu-mmwﬂmmﬂ
ou‘aqdad-mushajjar’® of NEREN. It is reproducsd elsewere with its
valuable colophost which indicates that the manuscript referred to was
copied when our author was still alive.

PoriTical. HizsTory oF CENTRAL ASIA-

Sorne factks of Central Asian history in general and those of
the ShaibBnids in particualr are to be borne in mind, Timuchin,
better known as Chingle Khan, "the Asiatic Alexander” {Lanepoole,
the Mohammadan Dynasties, p. 20z} died in 62¢ A.H.j1227 at the
age of 64, leaving an empire which stretched from “ihe Vellow Sea to
the Eusxine and incloded lands and tribes wrung from the rale of the
Chinese, Tanguts, Afghans, Versians and the Turks, He followed the tra-
ditions of the Moghnl Chicf by dividing his Empire amony his sons with
emphasia upon the tribal rather thav territerial distribution. From his
sons and their descendants sprany the Mollowing dynasties of Contral Asia z~
From Chaghatdy, the son of Chinglz Whin, the Khanate of Transoxiana
{1229-x370), the Bastern and Wesiern Tuikistdn, the Middle Empire as
it 15 called ; from {lgitay, the son of Chingls Kbén, the Supreme Khanate
of Mongolia { 1229-1248 ) from Tuluy, tie son of Chinglz Khin {1} ke
Supreme Khanate in Ching, the Yuan dynasty { 1248-1370) founded by
Kubiliy Khin clrga tz200~1204 { the great " Cion ™ of Marco Polo ), which
was overthrown by Uhu Yuany in 1359, giving rise to the famous Ming
dynasty, and {2} the [iddus of Persia {1256-1344). To J0jl, the frst
sen of Chinglz Kby, was given a major portion of the Middle Empire,
especially northern, nimely, Dashty Kipeldk “ whiclh ineluded vast steppes
extending east and north of the Bea of Aral, a part of modern Jiberia, the
land nerth of the Ciaspian, and both sides of the Tower Volga” On his
death in 1225, twa years belore thatl of bis faiher, it was divided into twa
sections: { 1) Hastern Khapate * that of the White Horde ™ { 1220-1428 )
iell to Juji’s eldest son, Ohdd, "hom whom fescended the Kazak chifefs
(1248-1800 ), the liter Khanale of Kipehil | 1370-1502) and Khanate of
Astrakhan  { rqbo—1584 1 and [2) e Western Khanate that of the
" Golden Horde " { Urdu-i- Mu'alla) ruded over by Bati, the son of Juji and
the conqueror of Rise,  His residence was in Sardi, on the Lower Volga
and from him sprang the Khanate of Kijwhal. { £224-1359). From Tevel,
son of HGjE, began e e ol Nogay clhiels aml the Siberian Khans sud
from Tk Timdr, the youngest ~son of Jiiji, starivd the Khanate of great
Bulgaria, and un the retaing of the Bulparion Kmyire, Tuligh Muhammad
of the same line, founded the Khunate'nf Kizdn { 1438-1552 ), with the ofl-
shoots, the Khanate ot Kazfin { 1450-1678 ) amd the Khanate of Krim { 1420~
1783). T'o the latter helonged Foktamish, the deadly enemy of Tamerlane,

Our main and immediste concern is with another branch of the
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“Nithir_i alone 15 not charged with {he crnime of fove; {his taste
{ for love) iz ihpate in every one ™

) alesh w255 2 Olee o i,

“ Nithari never wishes to be pious in this world; he would rather
like to be blamed always for the crime of love,”

Any selection, even though based om some principles, tends to be
athitrary, By his fairly judicions selection of poams of about two bundred
and seventy-five poets noficed by him, the poet in hirn has came outin a
truly striking and telling manner.

Unfortunately Persian postry, especialiy ghazal, became so conventional
in conrse of time that, for the poet, it was considered necessary fo resort
to fantastic rhetorical devices and quaint conceits. In this matter the
poets of Ma'ward al-Nahr { Trankoxiana }, the Central Asian Persian poets,
began to give the lead since Qiwlim? of Ganja, brother of the celebrated
Nizami, iljastrated in a Qasida-i-Musanna’ {‘artifical gasida’} the most
impertant of the artifices of the Persian rheioricians and the puets and later
on Rashid al-Din Watwit wrote the well-knowft work on Rhstoric and
Prosody entitled " Hadaig al-Sikr, based on the lost Tarjuman al-Baldghat
of Farrukhl " { d. circa 1030}, “ane of the most useful manvals on the Ars
Poetica of the Persians.”” By the time of Shahrulh {779 AH-850 AH) the
forte of the poets, was fo excel in the mua'mima [ riddie, } lughz, (enigima, }
muwashshah [ acrostic, ) maglibf mustaw! { palindrome ) ete,, which was
but the beginning of the decline of peetry in Tran.

Nithasd, as a poet, could not resist the temptation. He has not only
explained these intricacies which pass off as poetry but has himself contri-
buted the following ornate verses in the wake of his father, whoee style was
followed in Riim {p. 50g-10} e.g., he constructed an Izhari Mudmari froma
Qagida=-Masnu’, (p. 297} & muiayyar in praise of ‘Ubaid Allak Khan
(d. 946} m reply to that of Mir Khujandi in praise of Suplidn ‘Abdal
{ D 459}, 2 {Jasida-l-Masnu‘ as a present to Huméyin Pidishah (d. g63)
(p- 207}, a Chahar BaheT {p. 458}, rub@fi-mustazad (p. 146), abiyati
mushkild {p. 47}, ruba‘l mukhtar, in imitation of Maulana Simi, who, in
turn, imitated Maulani Lutf Alldh Nishapiri and, above all Izhar-i-mudmar
u maglibl mugtewl o muamma. Incidentally a full gasida referred to
by him on p. 46g was discovered by me in a rare Persian manusczipt in the
Asafia Library, Hyderabad {vide No. 382 section Nafd'is-i-Dawawin-Persian
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from the said mathnawi ;-
s3pm53 by dobe OT s vl e 3b 35 B udi OT 50 U 8100
;5441"@5)} F:"%JIJ&;-{.G_};- el (& mﬂar‘:‘:tujp&' & ;;r.{.-"‘; d.‘:ﬁl
{3} Nith&ri Tabrizi' He was 2 confectioner. He wrote a qasida in
praige of Q&g Musifir _and, on being unrewarded, satirized him and
left Tabriz, Soon the corrupt OAdi was reprimanded and impri-
sioned in the fortress of Alamut, with hizs ears and nose cut off,

Subseguently on his death, he returned home. He had pleasing
manners. One of his lines quoted in the Nafd'is ai-Ma‘Sthir

WS O o by gl sl ebanad sl
I Y SRRTS Sl 0 IS

is atfributed to (Msim Mirzi, son of Kimrin, ( brother of Humsyin
Padishak), in the Mudhakkir-i«Ahbab, pp, 029, He and Mulla

Haidari satifized each other in obsecne verses which are reproduced
in the Nafais al-Ma'athir.

(4) Nitharl Quzwinl®? He wus a contemporary of our author; a poet

of ordinary intelhigence wiih soipe gainful employment. His rubid|
is quoted in the Nafis al Ma'gthir,

{Ybvigusly, Nitharl Bukbirl had poetical training under his father who,
after discharging onerous duties a5 1 judge, found time to compile two diwlns
in Persian and Turk? under the pen name “Ehwaija” (pp. 509~511). Itisnot
known whether Nithari had comptied a diwdn. However, we find about
two hundred verses interspersed in his book., At times his lines have got
mixed up with those of other poets. e has tricd his hands on several
traditional verse [orms. Suffice it 1o say that ibere are about fourtesn
rubd'is, some of them chronograms and, therefore, of historical value
(Vide pp. 1, 2, 7, I1, 13, 23, 53, 147, 148, 208, z2u7, 382, and 400) ;
opening lines of iwo qasidis {pp, 7y and g97); opening lnes of
matinawis { pp. 0, 54), o long mothuawi poem of 68 lines on the conclusion
of the book, { vy, 517-522); buyts or fards (pp. 5, I3, 15, 30, 24, 75, 184,
23, 367, 374, 427, and 473) and, above all, two complete ghazals (pp. 10 and
12 ), ohe mangabat in praise of his putron saint Khwéja Nagshbund and
the other na'at in praise of ihe Holy Propliet Muhammad respectively in
which he is at his best.  And hert Lis poetry, withoot being important, has

lyric qaality, gendine emotion, pictorially exprossed.  Among them two of
his verses stand vut as guotables:

L Nafdis al-Ma'dthir { Aligarh M5., . 798b-1g00.).
2, Nafd'is ul-Ma'athir { Aligarh MS., {, zoob).
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Barjendi, whe, in tum, was the pupil of Mauling “Ali Shih HE Buki,
He roanniactured, nay, invented many, musical instroments. He had one
distaff with one string attached to it from which eighteen different tunes
were produced {pp. 334-336}. In passing, it may be observed that it was
more or less an article of faith in Central Asia to learn music which was
congidered 4 necessary adjunct of complete education. Ewen the great
Jami studied music and has written a tract om it, &.8. (o g4 H{W )
vide list of Jami's works in the Tubfai-Sami edited by Wahid Dastgardi,
Armughan, Tebrin, 1314 F {p.86 ). Tt is to be noted that, wherever Nithri
discusges mnsic amd musicians, he waxes eloquent and his style on such
oecasions is not only felicitous but suitably adapted to music and musicology,
thus indicating his full grasp of the subject. =

NITHARI AS A POET

Language finds its most expressive nse in poetry, Nhthar] was a bilin-
gual poet of Turkl and Persian., Poetry was in his bleod. He inheriied
poetry from his ancestors. At least four of his forebears were poets and
two among them composed books of poems, to wit, his father Khwdja Pasha
Khwija, author of two diwans in Turkey and Persian, { p. ~o¢), apart from
some, mathnawi poems, ke Magsad al-Atwar { Turki) {p.s51z}, ‘Abd al-
Wahhat Arif. his grandfather, author of two diwidns in Tarki and Persian
(p.300); his uncles Shaikl; ‘All Khwaja {p. 504 ), and Baba Jin Khwéja
{p. 513}, bis uncle’s son, Miram Khwiia { p. 514 ), his two brothers, "Abd al-
Saldm {p. 515), and Shah Mobammad (p. s17), Who wriote poems
occasionaliy.

There is o dearth of poets in any country in any peried of its bistory.
"We come actoss 3 good number of poers bearing the same penname.
Nithdr7 is a case in paint. Four other poets with the penneme Nithari
fleurished in gth and 1oth centuries AH.

{1} Nithiri - Muhammad ‘All Jaia'ir, son of “Ali Jala'ir.?

He had pecnliar habits. One of his opening lines is:-

LN - ré- E.ut.':: P.c- L'_T.;__.‘..-.:* .._':.“.Jg...h.lr.,ii L-_,.._ﬁ;rf u....ﬂ_-:
(z) Nitharl Tunl® originally from Kaldbdd, (near Bukhird ) but tnally
setiled in Janibad. Proficient in many arts and sciences, especially
astronomy, astrology and poetics, author of a diwin and an
interesting long poem, { Sarw-i-tadbarw) i;..:ﬁ 3~ in themetre
of Shah-u-Durwdsh. ‘All Shir quotes, among others, the follewing

L AW AT L L = ——

I. Majalis al-Nafd'is, ed., A.A, Hikmat [ p. 284 ).

2. Nafd'ls al-Ma'athir, | Aligarh M35, {olio 198 {a)] where the date of his
death is recorded as 948 A.H., and not gb7 AH., as meantioned by
Dr. Unmpi Hand in her article in Ma‘arif—Vol, XC., No. 3, p. 224
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Nitishei writes about hicwelf thas -

His enceinte mother dreamt that the 1r:hild in Her wonib be named
after Khwija-1-Buzurgwir Khwija Bahi al-L¥in 'Naqshba.nd (. 718-9d1},
founder of the Naqshbendi branch family of the Chishiti order (p, r30).
Unfortunately the date of his birth Is not recorded anywhere in the book.
He was well accomplished in all the arts and sciences of his time. He
gtudied under famous masters ans! even travelled fav and wide to acquire
knowledge. The author gives some interesting accounts of his teachers
aiong with his imprussions of them. They are sei forth as follows -

F

(1) Safi al-Din Mustafd REmi, a renowned Turkish scholar, who doring his
pilgrimage to the Holy Land, taught theology in Mecca, When he came
to I3ukhard, Nithdrt availed himsell of the opportunity and studied under
him Hadith and got the [jaed from him to teach Traditions. He died in

Bukhard on Wednesday in the begitning of the month of Rajab in ¢b3 B.
and buried besides Khwija--Abrdr ( p. 334~327 ]

(i} Nithar! betnok himself to the beautiful city of Kish (modsrn Tashkent)
and wotered the teghnigue of reciting the Holy Qur'an frow an avtherity
like Ma'sum Khwitjis'[shql, He hag praised his charming personality in a
beautiful quairain and & striking coupicl. MHe died on the way to the
Ka'ha {p. 368-372 .

i) He aliemded the lectures of ‘Amir Mahdi al Husain, prefessor of
Mathematics awd Astronomy, on Chiagmini, a commentary on the vade
mecam of Sharaf al-1In "Ali Jurjdni, {d 826 H), in the college of Kamil
al-Din, Balkh, e teok some pardonable lberty with him, in & satitized
couplet in which he was complimented for his mathematical acumen and
for his ugly physical features, Some evil-minded persons killed him in the
menth of Ramadin.  He was boried in Mazir Shab in Baikh (p- 373-374 ).

{iv) His other professor ol Mathemation aml Astronomy was Maulang
Shaydi who taught him with aflection in a short time many intricacies of
the ncience,  He aonld ot proveed further due to his death. Tle was for

sone time in the service of Emperor Bibur, He was also a genuine poet
and o wit {pp, 348-351).

(v} He received medieal eeducation trom Maulind Mubammad, Nithiri has
ong gita' { fragment ) in his praise and the professor wrote a very touching
chronogram on the death of Nithari's brother Varidiin Khwéja, He died
at the ripe age of ninety { pn. 201-204 ).

{vi} His professor of Music was Mir Mahmiid Raclql ( varivusly written by
different scribes. Bachy is a village in Kuurdsin). He was one of the
most eminent disciples of the {amous musicologist, Mauldnd ‘Abd al-'Al
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poems {pp. 500-511). He gifted to Emperor Bibur (888-937) a
ghazal and a gunatrain both in Persian and Turki, which he considerad bis
best. Babur accepted it withont any commernt. He wrote & Turkl
mathnawi called Magsad al-Aftwar, in imitation of Makhran al-Ascir of
Nizami [535-506/x140-1203). Fuarther on Nithard gives the {ollowing
information about his father in his book on six different occasions -

(x} Peace efforts of Saiyyid Pashi Khwija in the siege of Harit by
‘Ubaid Allih Khin in 936 AH.

{2) The royal request of Rustam Bahadur Khin to him te recommend
a truly perfect derwesh for his progress in spiritual powers. At that time
Zain Salaf Shams Khalaf was available | pp. 49-30).

(3} hwaia Maulind b, Ruzbhan Isiahini, the famous commentator
of the Holy Qur’an and Hadith and author of many books, congratulated
him in person on the birth of a son [ Nithari) to hrm and christened him
Bah#-al-Din Hasan and presented him with an autograph copy of the
imprompta fragment {qta') composed by him for the occasion. i was a
prize possession in the family archives of the anthor for a long time. Oop
the death of this savant, Khwija Pishd wrote an elegy {pp. 13g-141).
This one is different from Ruezbhin [sfabini, a mesician and a poct whe
was still alive in gg3 A.H.

(4) On his appointment as Shaikh al-Tslam, Haflz Mir Ahmed Kharib,
a famous disciple of Hifiz Kaldn and an anthoriy on 'Im’ud Qir’at {science
of reciting the Holy Qur'dn) wrote a congratulatory Qit'a { p. 306).

{5) He compoesed o mathoaw] poem Laild Majnifin in Turki w imitation
of Nizami, which seemed to the [atter “as dry as the Arabian desert.”
‘Bt then, this very peem is his magnum opus which stimulated countless
imitations among them some of the pearis of Oriental poetry.,” This work
of Khwaja Pashd is dedicated to ‘Adil Shah Suitdn. FEarlier the great
master of Chaghatal poetry, Mir “All Shir Nawd'1 tried his skill on Niz&mi's
Ehamsa and little later, Fudili Baghdadi, (d. gh3/1s66 or gyofi563), a
Turki poet of Kurdish origin wrote his Lai/d Majnfin in Turk? { printed in
Constantinople, 1264 A H. 18684, About the csame time Lisinl Shirdzi,
ancther contemporary peet, had a Turkish version of the same subject 0
his credit,

(6) Khwajd Pashd sent compliments fo (ul Muhammad Biin Turki on
a certain occasion, whick is not clear. Bi {¢f. Beg) in Bukhard was a title
of Vazirs and officials of high rank.

He died at the age of 67 and was buried beside Khwéja-i- Buzurgwar.
Besides Nithdri he left 3 sons (1} “Abdal Salam {pp. 514-315} (2), Shih
Mohammad | pp. 566317} (3} Faridin Ehwajad (d. gb3) (p. 293).

&



Before dealing with the author’s father, a passing reference may be
mads of some othet members of his tamily, e.g., (a) Mitam Bhwija, son vf
Shaikh "AN Ehwiis ( pp. 513-14) who was in high favour with the Snlifns
and Khiins. He wes related to Saiyyvid Uthmie Hhwija Seiypid Atd,
a Syed from his mother's side, He sent his sons to Ghajdawdn
for scquiring eminence in knowledge and religious law of the land. He
wes buried beside his uncle, Saiyyid Wiliyat Ehwija. (b} Wali Alidh
Biwija, son of Miram Biwija. The elders of the community executed
him for killing & nobleman’s son.  The circumstances of accidental killing,
his noble descent from a powerful spiritual jamily did not inflnence the
judge. Each one of them was s poet of Turk! or Parsian or both, whose
specimens are given in the appropnate place, (ur author states that Awmir
Shaykbam was his relative, who fold bim pérsonally that Muliih Fajhr al-
Din Wiz wiwe held in high esteem for praising the Nagshbendi order in
Harl {Harat). Obviogsiy he 15 no other than Amir Shaigh Abmad
Nizim al-Din al Suhailt also called Amir Shaykam {d. goy or go8/1501, 3.,

the fedicater of Mullih Husain Wa'iz al Kishifi {d. 910 1505) of Anwiri-
Suhaili fame,

Kewalda PASBA OF DAIYYID K#waja PASHA

The authar, in hug epilogue [ pp. 305-522 ) gives the following particulars
about his father. Tis enceinie mother saw the Prophet Muhammad in
her dream, who predicted that she wonid give birth to 2 sen who would
become famons,  Kipak Mirzd subjugated the troublous clan Ulis Sa'in
with the lielp of lis vast spiritual influence over them and in iecopnition
of has services, conterred on him honours and promoted him to such posts
of distinction a2 Shaikh al-lslim, His aim in serving the king was to do
sorial service and render advice te the rulers to serve the people, which
was in compivte accordance with the principles of the Nagshbandl order
followed by Lim amd thow raler. He ey resigned the post of Shailh al-
Isldm when Bastan {Jard Saitdn could nut sepve the people, due to some
iliness sl eoncentrated upun simitualion, i lus boek MaciEng Khwajagl
Kishanf alls bim 312 b plald “the Tugh soaring falcon.”” Mirza
Shah Nagshbamdi, the Thisband of the maternal sunt of Mithari, who was
s close aswociate and conmtanlt companion, 1elated wonderiul instances of
his devotion to prayer and service to the mendicants. He was 2 master
of elegant prose in Arabic, Poersinn and { Bastern) Turks,  Letters drafted
by him to the Sullan of ROm were treasured in Constantinople. He
possessed great poetical powers also, He was an aurhonity on prosody.
He taught the penple of Centrul Asia bow tu write Qasfidi-i-Masnu' and
se of rhetorical devices m poetry, according to the preveiling literary
fashion of Pepsia, He composed two diwins 1n Persian 2nd Turki under
the penname of “Khwaju.” Vide specimens of his Turki and Persion
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against historicity that Arslan Bab, the first spiritual director of Abmad
Yesewd, [ the Chief of Turkish Central Asiatic mysticism and the founder
of the whole schoo! ol mystics and as such highly revered ), the father of
Manpgiir Atl, the great-grandfather of Zengl Atd, was a compapion of the
Prophet, who lived npto the incredible age of 400 or 700 years” just to
deliver the sacred trust of the Prophet (the date palm chewsd by the
Prophet) to the founder of the Yesewl order, as promised by lam before
the Prophet (pp. 405—7). But, according to the Rashhat, the Prophst
appeared in a dream to Bdb Arslan and directed him to give spiritual
training to Khwija Yesewi, a phenomenon quite common n hagiography.

EHwaJa "APD AL WaAHHAB

He was the grandiather of Nitharl, fifth in descent from Zenpgi Ata.
He was trained in spiritualism earlier by his father, Sulaimin Ehwéja, who
handed him over te Amir "Abd Alidh Bazdashabadi { pp. 497-3021.

The latter found him already well advanced 1o tasawwnl 5o, he
conferred on him the Ehatti Irshdd even Defore the period of probation
Was over, saying sy Jr: 1y 5 4a do> 54K “The knife does not cuf its
ownt handle” which is his contribution {o the rich proverbial literature of
Persia, This letter of authority was treasured in the family archives for a
long time. His father, Sulaimin Ehwaja, appointed him as his spiritnal
successor, even during his life-time, giter performing the tonsorial ceremony
{shaving the front portion of his forehead ), according to the custom of the
Shaiklis of Central Asta, Thereaiter he displayed great spiritual powers,
His disciples were legion, hailing from places far and near and sorne of
them rose to eminence 1o the spiritual world. e acquired external science
from Maulfnd Husain Ehwarizm: {d. 83g AH ). He was well versed in
the gentle art of poetry which was also emploved by him to propagate his
spiritual teachings. He is the author of two diwins in Turki and Persian
under the pennume of "Arif.  N#hark quotes some lines from him (p. 501).
e died at the age of eighty and was buried beside his father in Isfarzén in
the province of Nisi,

Ehwija ‘Abd al-Wahh3kb bad three sons: (1) Shaikh ‘AN khwija
{ pp. 502-505 ), the eldest son and successor and the possessor of the sacred
cloak of the Prophet. He was poeticaliy known as Shawqi {ii) Pisha
Ehwija ( author’s ,father—pp. 505-5I2 }. (uwi) Baba Jaén Khwija
(4} o3 s 53l #) (PP 572-13) Who spent most of his time amongst his
disciples in S&’in Khiu (tribe). All of them were poets of Turki and
Persian and for specimens of their poetry ride pages 304, 500, sog-512
and 513.

L. Amis ‘Abd Allah Barzamshahabadi {Ethe’ : Catalogne of Persian MSS,
in 1he India Office Libracy, London, Vol, i, p. 304, q 047=0}.
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INTRODUCTION

Nygari BURHARD AN Bi1s FaMiLy

There s not muoch external ovidence about the life of the author,
Many particulars of his fife and family and socio-palitical and religious
conditions of his tines can be gleaned with advantage from the present
work expecially from the Khdtimd { pp. 490 517).

Khwi)e Bahd-nl-DI+ Hasan, poeticatly called Nithar, hailed from &
venerable Saiyyid famly of Bujhfrd. His prondfather Khwija “Abdal
Wahhdb claiimed deseent both physically and spiritually from Zengt Ata
{vide the genealogical tive ), The Eigtimd of the ptesent work and the
Rashhit { composed yog M. ) of Faghr al-Din "All b, Mulld Husain Wi'iz
al Kashifi deal with the Yesswd hranch family of the Chisht! order founded
by Ahmad Yesew! (. s0't160), whose first spivitual successor, Mansir
Ata (d, so4f11g7) was the great-giawilather of Zengl Atd,  'Ihe latter
married *Amber M, acceanding to our author, o widow of Halim Ath (i
582113, the fourth spiz it suceessor of Ahmad Yesewd and the daughier
of Bughri Khin and not Dtrdy KLAn, as the Rashhat states, The
statement of our anthor appears to be corroborated by facts of Mstury.
Obvicusly he is ne other than Bughrd Khin Md b Yisuf, the mler of
Kishehar, the grandson of Dughed Khdn Hirin b, Misd, the Grst of the
dynasty of l-khans or i{arakhdnids tn Cantral Asia to conguer Maward ol
Nahr {Transn:-:imm]. who, I i~ hurn, was the grandson of Satuk Bughra
Khan, said to be the first member of this dynasty to adopt Tslam and
propagate it in his kingdom, The statement of the Rashhit does noi seems
to De correct, for Burky Khan, the Mongol Prince of Contral Asia, the
fteat-grandson of Chaghtdi, wrested power from his cousin Mubgrak Shily,
aoording 10 Barteld { Murkistan 1.0a8) in bhyizan and accosding to
Wagsaf, in 86311204, He is mentioned hy the brothers Nichile and Matteo
?”1'3 [ father and npcle o) Moreo Polu) during thew sojourn of three years
M Bukbird {1262-63). He died some time between 668/ 1270 and. brol1271.
ﬁcnurding to P, Melioransky, no information about Baba Ar-lin is found
{‘i_'ﬂriﬂusljr pronounced, i, Arslan Biba Rashhar): Arsidn Bib and
S Andin ( Mozakkin-i-9bah).  Hut it is available in the Rashhat and
the Muzakdiri-Ahbab, Curiously enough Nithari wznts us to belicve anch



verse represented all the cross sections of the people.  $&°ib (080 AH/[1667)
the famons Persian Poet has said;

>y r:T;;Jijj&q?EJJJJaEL Jﬁdt&,rchJffidjidﬁT

Adam is said to be first poet who gave vent to his feelings of grisf when
his son QALY { Cain) killed Hibil { Abel } and thus the inclination towards
poetry is the natural heritage of man. The work gives an insight nto the
high position occupied by Persian poetry and the tremendous influepce
wielded Dby it in the Middle East and in couniries where Persian langnage
was the vehicle of thought. The art of composing Persian poetry was
considered as the hallmark of coulture, Moreover, a close study of this
small but meaningful book reveals how modern Persian poetry itself had
undergone a natural change in the course of six hundred years since 15
mception. It evolved z style pecaliar to the locale and to the process or
resutt of its fowering. The studenis of Persian literature are familiar with
the decline in the quality, though not in quantity, of Persian poetry
rroduced especially after the death of Shdk Rukh, the son of Timir
and the passing away of Jaml { AH 8g8r4g2)} who is wrongly considered
as the last of the classicel poets of Persia. Iere, in this book, we have
glimpses of the clever inventions of the poets and litetary persons such as
the constrnotien of Ash'3r-i-maspn’, Oasd’id-i-Mutawwal, diverse figures
of speech, difficolt thynungs. different kinds of metres, etc  Katibl Tarshiz
and ALl Shirazi zet the fashion for the Persian poets and this kind of artificial
poetry was in vogue in that period, Awnother frend, during the period of
decline, was the spread of Mua‘mma saral, for which a reference may be
made to the books of Sharf al-Din ‘Ali Yazdf d. 85%/1454 and Jam] who
regarded it ameng the current special literary arts. The usefuiness of the
baok should not be confined only to its literary aspects, for it contains
valuable first hand information regarding the history and sociology of Central
Asia and other peighbouring countries. it is a ‘must’ for the study of Khwajz
Naqgshband {717-791/1317-1380) and his Order, along with the Magimit--
Sayyidind b sZolelis of SBleh b. al Mubirak, the source bosk of
Rashhit ‘Ain al-Hayat (C 8931488 ) and Nafahat ul-Uns of Jami {(d 3g8).
The importance of this book alse lies in the fact that it is a relialle source
book for Indo-Persian liferature. There are notices of about twenty poets
of Central Asia who migrated to India, sdorned the courfs of the earlier
Moghul Emperors, Princes and nobles and, alongside the native Persian
poets, prometed the "Indian Summer of Persian Literature,” It is bound
to be of immense help to the fufure historian of Persian fiterature, who, 1
ara sure, will now give it a well merited place.

New College, Madras—i4. S.AW, BUKHARI
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FOREWORD

BY

AtHay Arzatul ULEMa Maurvi Syep ABDUL WaHAB
Bukaar Sages, MA, LT,

{ Principal, New College, Madras-14 ]

MUZAKKIR-I-AHBAB, a biographical work, written in Persian by
{hwaia Hasan Nith3ri Bughriin 974 AH/1366, is a rara hitherto unpublished
work of considerable value to Pepsian literary history, This is an edifdo
pringips, published for the first time by Prof S. ¥, Vaglullah, { Former
Curator, Government Uriental Manuscripts Library, Madras, Retired
Principal and at present Emeritus Professor of Persian in the Osmavia

University, Hyderabad-7) with the grant-in-aid from the Ministry of
Education, New Delhi.

Benjamin Franklin {ry0B~1730) in his epitaph for himself remarcks
quite wittingly ;

“Yet the work itseif shall not he lost,
Tor it will, as e believed, appens once more,

In & uew

And more beautiful edidion,
Corrected and amended by its Author.”

Here in this case, by the learned editor, who has taken comsiderable pains
To prepate the text, after collation with two oldest ranuseript copies in
the werld—one in the British Museum duted g7 AHj1379 and the other
d‘ﬂtﬂd 9801372 n the Aligarh Muslin University Library and compile it a8
Bterary material for lstorians, scholars and the discerning puble, Its
Pages reflect the picture of Persian poetry winh flonrished in the zoth
centucy outside Persia especially in Central Asiv, Turkey and India, 1t is
41ec0rd of the trinmph of Persian fngnage over a vast aten, far beyond
18 national frontiers. This work containg biographical notices of about
473 Persons who composed Persian poems in the post-|ami period and
Contributed in their own way towards fusther emchment of Persian
literature, This group of writers and reciters { "Guindagan'} of Versian
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