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In the Land of Slaves
Mohammad Derakhshesh

We Iranians opened our eyes in a country where its inhabitants
were slaves, generation after generation. A country whose only law is the
obedience of the slaves to their ruler. However we should not only blame
our historical despotism; the original sin is ours for instead of resisting
force and oppression we have submitted to it

The only way for us now to be freed from this slavery of
despotism is the formation of a broadly-based, democratic cultural-
political organization. The lack of such an organization is one of the
main reasons for the endurance of despotic regimes in our history.

There is a variety of ways for developing the unity required for
the establishment of an effective Cultural-political organization. One way
ts for those expatriate Iranians who love their nation and want its
freedom, to unite and organize where they are free and where they can
act freely so that they can attract the trust of our compatriots inside Iran.
The 22nd Bahman revolution was created and led from outside Iran by
Ayatollah Khomeini, but the result was an authoritarian, hierarchical,
unelected leadership which could only end in dictatorship. A united,
pluralistic organization could not result in such an end.

Mikonos Trial
Abol Hassan Bani Sadr

Abol-Hassan Bani-Sadr obtained his degrees in Islamic Law and
Economic Science Jrom the University of Tehran He was the first
Iranian elected Presidens after the fall of the monarchy and the
establishment of 4 republican government under Khomeini. He now
resides in Paris and devotes his time to research and Writing.
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The Iranian Left Wing Opposition in Exile

Post - 1979 Revolution
Mehdi Falahati (M. Peyvand)

Born in Tehran, Mehdi Falahati has a degree in political science. In
1983 he was forced to emigrate to France where from 1990 to the end of

1996 he was editor of the monthly magazine "ARASH". The author of six

poetry books and their translations, he resides in England and works as
a journalist,

This article is a study of the major Iranian left-wing
organizations and groups over the last 18 years. These groups, which

claim to be Marxist, have not been examined as to their political stands
on national and international affairs.

The wide-scale repression of the early 1980's by the Islamic
Republic of Iran, including severe human rights violations, resulted in
activists being forced to go underground or seek refuge in other
countries in order to reorganize and restructure their political groups.
These left-wing organizations are now based in countries such as the
U.5., Canada, and more especially, in various European capitals.

The Recent Surge in Capital Inflows to

Developing Countries: Causes and Consequences
David G. Fernandez

Professor Fernandez is Assistant Professor of Economics at the School
£ Advanced International Studies at the Johns Hopkins University. His
Teearch interests include the evolution of monetary policy in the United
Stades and Japan. He received his doctorate in economics from
Primeton University and has worked at the Federal Reserve Bank of
New Yerk and the President's Council of Economic Advisers.
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In the 1990’s huge amounts of foreign capital flowed from
industrial nations to developing countries, particularly those in Latin
America and Asia. This article first reviews the main causes for this
recent surge in capital inflows, focussing on the impact of interest rate
changes in industrialized nations on capital movements. Next, the
macroeconomic instability in these developing nations is analyzed along
with an assessment of policy makers’ subsequent atternpts to stabilize
their economies using sterilized intervention in the foreign exchange
market, capital controls, and the tightening of fiscal imbalances. Finally,
the lessons learned are assessed, including the larger question of whether
developing countries should view the inflow of foreign capital as a
blessing or a curse.

Proverbs and Protestations
The Role of Inherited Expressions in Contemporary
Sociopolitical Writing
Ahmad Kartmi-Hakkak

Karimi-Hakkak is Associate Professor of Persian language and
literature and Iranian culture and civilization at the University of
Washington at Seattle. The study of literature in its socio-political
context is a major area of his research.

This essay argues against excessive utilization of ancient
wisdom in modern writing, particularly those that aim to account for
social and political phenomena or explain cultural sitwations or
processes. The author contends that such writing deals with complex and
nuanced occurrences which cannot adequately be approached through the
use of categorical or dichotomous linguistic constructs characteristic of
much inherited wisdom. He urges political analysts, commentators and
Journalists to lead the way in familiarizing contemporary Persian readers
with arguments based on logical thinking and bound by reason and
disputation,
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Through the example of Ali-Akbar Dehkhoda's notes and
marginalia on the treasure-trove of Persian proverbs and expressions he
collected and published, the author shows how mindful that eminent
philologist and lexicographer of early twentieth century Iran was of the
hazards of substituting proverbial wisdom for reasoning.

Beyond Dual Containment
Kenneth Katzman

Dr. Kenneth Karzman is a Persian Gulf specialist at the Congressional
Research Service since June 1991. He is the author of several articles, a
book or Iran’s Revolutionary Guard, and numerous reports to Congress
on the Persian Gulf region.

The author analyzes the current U.S. policy of “dual
containment™ of Iran and Iraq, articulated by the Clinton administration
in May 1993. This policy comes with substantial costs and risks that
make it difficult to sustain over the long term. The greatest risk is
represented by the policy’s need to emplace relatively large numbers of
U.S. troops and equipment in the Gulf Cooperation Council states,
which could, over the long term, render the Gulf monarchies vulnerable
to domestic critics who will paint them as “puppets” of the United
States.

A long-term solution to the U.S. security dilemma in the Persian
Gulf might be found in the development of multilateral security
agreements and cooperation among all the Gulf states. In exchange for
acceptable security arrangemeats in the Gulf, economic cooperation, and
better relations with the United States, Iran might have incentive to agree
to end its support of radical Islamic movements in the Gulf states and in
the broader Middle East.
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Freedom of Expression
Abbass Maroufi

Abbass Maroufi, editor and novelist fled Iran after being sentenced to
imprisonment on charges that his magazine, “Gardoon”, published
articles attacking Iran’s regime. Among his several books and plays are
The Symphony of the Dead and his latest, The Body of Farhad. He
recently began publishing his magazine “Gardoon” in Germany.

The author examines the state of freedom of expression in Iran
and the situation of Iranian intellectuals over the past few years.
Maroufi believes that freedom of thought and expression has had many
ups and downs, especially in the past 17 years in which Iran has gone
through its darkest and most tumuituous period.

The author focuses on the actions of the ruling clerics against
intellectuals, particularly their attacks on various publications, setting
fire to bookstores, assassination of writers, and the regime’s corruption,
He also condemns the European policy of “critical dialogue” towards
[ran, and believes that a country without an open dialogue with its own
people, should not be entitled to a dialogue with its European partners.

Social Study of Iran
Ali Mirfetros

The study of Iran’s social history after the advent of Islam is still
besieged by extensive doubts and hurdles. This article highlights three
significant aspects of socio-philosophical movements and currents in
post-Islamic Iran. The author believes that the integration of religion and
government and the influence of religion on the social conscience and
instinct of the Iranian society was not endemic to Iran, but was present in
political contexts throughout European history up to the turn of the 19th
century and was manifest in all pre-capitalistic systems. Theocratic rule
prompted thinkers and progressive leaders to couch their principal views
in mystical and religious terms to escape persecution. The author also
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endeavors to differentiate between "social concepts” and "philosophical
concepts” 1n the works of progressive poets and thinkers.

Don’t Hold Your Breath Waiting for Changes

in US Policy Towards Iran
Marvin Zonis

Marvin Zonis is a Professor of International Political Economy at the
Graduate School of Business at the University of Chicago and the

author of Majestic Failure: The Fall of the Shah.

Although US policies are unlikely to change significantly in the
upcoming years, increased non-government dialogue and cultural
exchanges between the US and Iran, similar to those being developed
and executed with the Cuban people, are the best means of constructing
a meaningful foundation for future relations.

The current political stance, and resulting US policy, against
Iran is certain to endure. There are four factors working against any
change in US policy toward Iran: 1- the recent Iranian presidential
elections do not seem to suggest any change in the current Iranian
leadership’s  disposition to accept any overtures from the US to
enhance relations, 2- the American Jewish lobby places significant
pressure on US policy makers to uphold the current policies, especially
in the light of recent acquisitions by Iran of weapons systems that could
accurately deliver nuclear and chemical weapons to Israeli soil, 3- the
developing links between the Iranian leadership and the terrorist
bombing of the Al-Khobar military residence, and 4- the absence of a
pro-Iranian constituency within the US. In the absence of a strong
political constituency arguing for better US-Iran relations there is little
pressure to force a change in the current policy.
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In Memoriam
Albert Shanker, President of the American Federation of Teachers

Mr. Shanker, a tormer teacher of mathematics who bhecame
famous both as an activist leader of the teachers union and as a writer
and spokesman for educational reform in the United States, died on
February 22, 1997 in New York. He was sixty-eight.

In addition to helping revolutionize both the U.S. labor
movement and its educational system, Shanker was an active
international trade unionist. He felt deep responsibility to help foreign
unions resist oppression regardless of politics. It is primarily in the
context of Shanker’s widely-recognized international activism,
especially through his leadership of the anti-communist International
Federation of Free Teachers Union (IFFTU), that the Iran Teachers
Association (ITA) was provided his moral and spiritual support.

The ITA was privileged to attend the memorial service for Mr.
Shanker at the George Washington University where President Chinton
delivered a very affecting eulogy. The ITA deeply regrets the passing of
this kind, thoughtful friend and colleague. We will continue to share and
exemplify his dedication to the cause of freedom and democracy.
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