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A society that is incapable of modernizing its cuitural beliefs and
shedding its traditional norms and mores, cannot embark on the path of
development and progress. The existing political structure in Iran is a
major obstacle to the establishment of democracy and the
institutionalization of modernity. Development will only be possible in
Iran after the removal of the clerical structure and the establishment of a
developmentalist state.

Who Holds Power in Iran?

Transition from Populism to Clientelism
Kazem Alamdari

Kazem Alamdari is a Professor of Sociology at California State
University, Los Angeles. He has recently visited Iran and has published
extensively on the political situation in Iran.

The 1979 revolution was the outcome of cultural lag and cultural
identity crisis consequent to the westernization policies of the Shah. In
the absence of any effective secular political parties, the clerics seized
power and created a populist regime which changed the structure of the
semi-agrarian society.

The current political power structure in Iran is neither a class
system, nor a theocracy. Instead of a hierarchy of bureauceratic power
with horizontal layers, there are many vertical columns of rival groups
primarily in patron-client relationships,
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Iran’s Economy and

the Urban Development of Tehran
Mohammad Ali Chaichian

Mohammad Ali Chaichian is a Professor of Sociology at Mount Mercy
College in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. FHe has published several articles about
the political economy of urbanization in Egypt, China and Iran.

Focusing on Tehran, this article investigates the effects of pre-
capitalist and dependent capitalist modes of production on spatial
displacement of population and urbanization in Iran. The uneven urban
development of Tehran and the centralization of the state apparatus,
started in the 1920s and the governmental and bureaucratic institutions,
the headqguarters of almost all commercial and industrial enterprises, and
toreign and domestic capital investment followed. The article also
compares Tehran’s pre- and post-revolution urban development.

Democracy, Development and

Cultural Politics 1n Iran
Reza Charandabi

Reza Charandabi has a degree in Mechanical Engineering. He has been
active n politics for the past 25 vears and is one of the founders and

director of “Proponents for an Open Society”. He now resides in
Germany,

Democracy 1s the product of modernity and modern social
relations, and therefore cannot exist in the context of traditional society.
Democracy is a political structure in which various means are equally
available to members of the society to check government activities. [t is
also closely tied to social as well as economic development.
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This is the third of a series of articles written exclusively for
MEHREGAN by Abol Hassan Bani-Sadr.

In this part, Mr. Bani-Sadr focuses on the genesis of a number of
extremely grave events following the triumphant return of Ayatollah
Khomeini from exile. In particular, he discusses the taking of American
hostages in the US embassy in Tehran. He also provides an interesting
account of how Khomeini’s behavior changed once installed in Qom.
As the uncontested leader of the revolution, Khomeini prevented the
Bazargan government from assuming its responsibilities and set the
stage for the Rule of the Jusriconsult and the establishment of a religious
dictatorship.

The War Against Feminism
in the Name of the Almighty: Making Sense of

Gender and Muslim Fundamentalism
Janet Afary

Afary is Assistant Professor of History and Women's Studies at Purdue
University, Indiana. Her doctoral dissertation was on the 1906
Constitutional Revolution in Iran. She has published several articles in
the “Journal of Women's History and the “International Journal of
Middle East Studies”. She is the author of The Iranian Constitutional
Revolution 1906-1911, Columbia University Press, New York, 1996.

In examining the gender ideologies of several fundamentalist
movements, we shall see that, despite regional and cultural variations,
they exhibit a significant degree of similarity. Gender relations are not a
marginal aspect of these movements. Rather, an important strength of
fundamentalism lies in its creation of the illusion that a return to
traditional, patriarchal relations is the answer to the social and economic
problems that both Western and non-Western societies face in the era of
late capitalism.



