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Using a comparative approach, Rejali demonstrates the symbolic
significance of torture in both traditional and modern societies. His
analysis of the impact of modernity and its disciplinary nature on human
social relationships is both sophisticated and thoughtful. But his
postmodernist perspective is inadequate to address some of the major
issues surrounding the political function and significance of torture in
Iran.

International Economic Sanctions are Not

Zero-Sum Games: There are Only Losers

Hamid Zangeneh
Kamran Moayad-Dadkhah

Hamid Zangeneh is Professor of Economics at Widener University,
Chester, PA.

Kamran Moayad-Dadkhah is Associate Professor of Economics at
Northeastern University, Boston, MA.

The authors provide a critical analysis of the “Iran and Libya
Sanctions Act of 1996”. They conclude that the Act hurts American
business interests and the international standing of the U.S. government
without having a substantial impact on Iran.

The World with “Word”,

The World without “Word”
Ashkan Avishan

In the wake of the electronic revolution, the author wonders
about its effect on the spoken and written word in the future of rankind.
The author believes that a world without words, is a world with no
imagination.
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Foreign Service in 1973 and was in the American Embassy in Tehran
when its staff was taken hostage in 1979. He is a senior member of the
National Foreign Affairs Training Center.
(This article was originally published in MEHREGAN Vol. 2, No.1,
Spring 1993.)

In this article Limbert focuses on the role played by “Muslim
Student Followers of the Imam’s Line” in publishing the captured
Embassy documents in 1979 called “Revelations from the Nest of
Espionage™. They succeeded in converting a “popular” uprising into a
political movement that eventually seized control of an entire
government.

Once Upon a Time: ”Persian is Sweet”
Homayoun Katouzian

Katouzian is a social scientist and literary critic who lives and works in
Oxford, England. He has an honorary affiliation with the Department
of Economics at the University of Exeter.

The veteran Iranian writer Jamalzadeh died last year at 105. In
this appreciation, Katouzian describes how Jamalzadeh’s series of short
stories in the early decades of the 20th century helped establish the
maturity of modern Iranian fiction.

Book Review

Torture and Modernity: Self, Society

and Government in Modern Iran
By Darius Rejali (Westview Press, Boulder, Colorado, 1994)

Reviewed by Ali Akbar Mahdi

Mahdi is Associate Professor of Sociology at Wesleyan University in
Chio.
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Soroush on the continuing role of Isiam in Iranian society, preferring the
complete relegation of religion to the strictly personal realm.

The High Price of an Illusion
Abol Hassan Bani-Sadr

Abol Hassan Bani-Sadr obtained his degrees in Islamic Law and
Economic Science from the University of Tehran. He was the first
Iranian elected President after the fail of the monarchy and the
establishment of a republican government under Khomeini.

(This is the fourth in a series of exclusive articles for MEHREGAN.)

In this descriptive analysis of the early days of the Isiamic
Revolution the author focuses on his relationship with some of the other
prominent figures and their shared, but ultimately lethally misguided
illusions about the sincerity and honesty of Ayatollah Khomeini.

A Scale With Two Unequal Pans
Nader Naderpour

A graduate of the Sorbonne, Naderpowr has been one of the most
prominent figures in Iranian contemporary poetry for the past decades.
He is the recipient of several literary awards. His publications were
banned by Iran’s Islamic regime.

The author reflects on the ever increasing gap between the media

and the people in both Western liberal societies and authoritarian Third
World countries.

From Embassy to Ministry:

The Politics of Cables and Fables
John Limbert

A Ph.D. from Harvard University in History and Middle Eastern
Studies, Limbert taught English and History in Iran, joined the U.S.



A Century of Struggle
for Liberty and Free Thinking

Mohammad Derakhshesh

The 1979 revolution was genuine and a continuation of a century
of struggle for the ideas of liberty and democracy. But the so-called
“Islamic Revolution™ was actually an invention of the U.S. Government
which wanted a more fanatically effective shield against communism, as
Ambassador Sullivan’s, “My Mission to Iran™ reveals.

A Former Hostage Remembers and Hopes
I.. Bruce Laingen

Laingen served in the U.S. Navy in World War Il, and in the Foreign
Service, 1949-87, including towrs in Tehran and Meshed, 1953-55,
Ambassador to Malta 1977-79, and Charge d’Affaires in Tehran during

the hostage crisis. Today he is President of the American Acadenty of
Diplomacy in Washington, D.C.

On the occasion of the 19th anniversary of the release of the
American hostages, the author evokes memories of his captivity and
reiterates his fervent advocacy for reconciliation.

Laicism, Religion and Political Rule
Bagher Momeni

Momeni, a law graduate of Tehran University, holds a Ph.D. in History
from the Sorbonne. He is the awthor of several books, and has written
numerous articles on history, literature and iand reform.

Momeni asserts that prior to the Islamic Republic, although
there were some religious influence on the Constitutional movement and
the formulation of the modern civil code, the system of government was
essentially secular. He disagrees with Mehdi Bazargan and Abdol Karim
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