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A View Beyond Left and Right
Mohammad Arasi

Arasi has a degree in Economics from the Tehran College of Insurance.
He is the auwsthor of several books and articles. He resides in the United
States.

What is considered right or left in politics? How are they
deftned? Are socio-political views on the subject derived from objective
realities or from the visions of a few influential intellectuals? Should
left and right co-exist or continue their long lasting confrontation?

The author argues that the antagonism between the two different
views is related to the level of social and political consciousness and the
degree of modernization of a nation. In societies with high levels of
social and political awareness, the relationship between left and right
becomes more conciliatory and humane.
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government, the political leadership and the governing political parties,
are eliminated. The most important aspect is the continuous participation
of all citizens in the affairs of the state: no room is left for a monopoly of
power by any political group. The author argues that this system, more
than any other existing forms of western democracy, has a chance of
functioning in a country like Iran,

State and Civil Society in Iran
Reza Ghorashi

Gorashi holds a Ph.D. in Economics from Fordham University. He is
Associate Prafessor of Political Economy at Stackton College, New
Jersey. He also teaches at Rutgers University.

During the past two decades studies on the Middle East have
been focused on the relationship between the modern state and civil
society on the one hand, and the establishment and survival of
democracy on the other.

This article argues that in the Middle East, the nation state came
before the establishment of modern civil society. For that reason the
relationship mentioned above is lop-sided and dominated by the state.
It also emphasizes the economic role of the government as provider of
public goods. As a society begins to develop, it initially lacks a modern
economic structure, and the government provides all public goods. But
that role decreases as the economy develops, and the government
assumes the role of indirect regulator.

This transition tends to lead to the development of democracy.
In the Middle East, including Iran, such a frangition has not been
successful in the past. Today there are both subjective and objective
prerequisites for this transition, and creating the institutions of civil
society will help bring it about.



Book Review
Abbas Maroufi

Abbas Maroufi, editor and novelist fled Iran after being sentenced to
imprisonment on charges that his magazine, “Gardoon”, published
articles attacking Iran’s regime. Among his several books and plays are
The Symphony of the Dead and his latest, Farhad’s Effigy. He recently
began publishing his magazine “Gardoon” in Germany.

Last month the translation of the “Blind Owl™ (Bouf-E-Kcor),
by Sadeq Hedayat, was pubiished by Sur Camp Publishers, in the series
of “The World Classics”. The book is translated into German by
Bahman Niroumand, and the epilogue is written by Abbas Maroufi.

This epilogue is reminiscent of Maroufi’s own novel“Farhad’s
Effigy” (Paykar-E-Farhad). We see the interaction between“Bouf-E-
Koor™ and Hedayat’s psyche, with reference to opinions of a number of
well known foreign authors about Hedayat. It is a glimpse of a novelist
into the work of a writer who belongs to the first generation of Iranian
modern novelists.

A Reflection of Nature and

Functions of Democracy
Hamid Hamid

Hamid has taught Philosophy and Sociology in Iran and has published
books in both fields, including Crisis and Possibilities of Education in
the Third World.

With reference to the roots of democracy in ancient Greece and a
critical view on the “bourgeois-liberal” version in Western countries, the
author proposes anew form of democracy. In this system of
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He continued that role for two more years during which crucial decisions
were made by Khomeini, on the course of the revoiution, and the
dealings with the army and the government of Shapour Bakhtiar after the
Shah’s departure from Iran.

In this article Bani Sadr reveals Khomeini’s manipulations for
selecting the members of the Revolutionary Council and the Ayatollah’s
secret dealings with the U.S. government. The author also discusses his
efforts leading to Dr. Sadighi’s refusal to become the Shahs’ Prime
Minister and his role in preventing Dr. Sanjabi from forming a
government while the previous regime was still in place.

A Glance Behind the Walls
Nader Naderpour

A praduate of the Sorbonne, Naderpour has been one of the most
prominent figures in Iranian contemporary poetry for the past four
decades. He has published ten collections of poems, many translated
into English, French, German and Italian. He is the recipient of several
literary awards. His publications were banned by Iran’s Islamic regime.

The media in Western countries are somewhat similar to walls,
erected around the ruins of the innercities, covered with alluring
advertisements and colorful neons. These posters are so enchanting that
we tend to overlook what goes on behind the walls: the West's huge
arms deals with Third World countries or the over pricing of goods
made of raw and inexpensive material from under developed countries,
bringing an enormous windfall of profits to Western countries.

The impoverished masses are rapidly increasing across the
world, they held no hope of ever having a share in the wealth and luxury
of the industrial world, and they cling to the promises of religion.
Under those circumstances, it is possible that, humanity might re-live its
medieval experiences, with lengthy and bloody conflicts between the
proponents of fanaticism and inheritors of the “Renatssance”.




