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what happens.” Ashe left the wedding caravan, he began to sing and make hpppy
sounds. Every once ina while he danced or jumped. o

A hunter had crawled a long distance to shoot ducks sitting in a pond near a
village. Before he had fired his gun, the ducks heard the happy shouts and flew
away. The hunter got furious and rap at the man with his gun. The mantherch
the hunter was going to shoot him, so he cried, "Just don’t press the wigger. ot
do whatever you say. =

“When vou see someone crawling atter ducks, stoop and walk,” the huner
advised him. He didn’t bother him anymore and lelt,
bJ

The man was as agreeable as always and started wallkang stooped oiver
Somebody’s house had been broken into and the people were looking for the
thief. Suddenly one of them saw the man walking as if be was hiding from thene
He shouted, “There's the thief! There's the thief!”

The villagers ran and caught him. They beat him harder than anvone By
before.

“T"m not the thief,””’ the man shouted. “The hunter told metow alk born o
in order notto scare the ducks.”

The villagers would not let him go. They were taking him to the goseine

H L]
[ EE NI Rl

when someone who knew him came by andy vouched that he couid not hothe thier

“If you're not the thief, don’t walk bent over,” they saic to him.
“How should1 walk 7" the man asked.
“Stand up straightand walk,”’the villagers told him.

The man put the cooking pot on his head, stood up straight, and begin o
walk home. He lived in a mud house with a very low door. When he reached i
home, because he would not bend, he hit his head on the frame of the GooOT.

His wife heard the noise and came out to ask what he was doing. “Hold the
potso thatl can comein the house,” he ordered,

His wife took the cooking pot from him. Siill the agreeable man would e E.
bend and once again he wslked into the wall. His wife slapped im on rhe hed
and pulled him 1n.

“Why are you beating me 7" I bought you the pot,” he told her. . How mrh
salt . ..""she asked.

He had completely forgotten about it

= —wreTm -
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Afghan Folk Literature
THE AGREEABLE MAN

By: Hafizullah Baghban

Once upon 4 time a husband was going shopping for his wite, Among many
other things, he had to buy 4 cooking pot for hey. As he was leaving the house his
wife said, “"Please ask the coppersmith how much salt T should use each 1ime )
cook with the pot.” “ I certainly will,” the man said and headed for the city.

As soon as he arrived in the city, he went 1o a coppersimiti’s store and chose
the cooking pot he hiked the best. Then he turned to the coppersmith and said.

“My wife wants to know the amount of salt she needs (o use each time she cooks
with the pot.”

“"How do 1 know 7’ the coppersmith asked.
“If you can’t tell me, I'm not going 1o give vou mybusiness,” the man replied.

The coppersmith didn’t want 1o Jose the business so he told the man, “One
handful or half a handful will be enough. ¥ The man paid for the pot and took 1
with him.

The man didn’t want to forget the amount of sali his wife had io use. He
recited as he walked, “One handful, half a handful; one handful, half a handful.”

A farmer was sowing wheat in his farm by the road. As he scattered the hand-
fuls of wheat, he heard the man say, *'Onc handful, h: }7a handful.,.”” He thought
the man was cursing his farm saying that cach handful he sowed should produce

a half handful. He got mad and ran after the man and beat him as hard as b¢
could.
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“Why are you beating me 7"’ the man asked the farmer,

* Because you cursed my farm. Instead of one handful, half a handful’ say,
‘May (God turn one into one thousand.”

“Stop beating me. I'H say anything you want me to say,” the man agreed.

The farmer stopped beating the man and he started saying, “Mayv God rurn
one into one thousand; may God turn one into one thousand...” He had com-
pletely forgotten about the salt and everything else in hus Lifc.

As the man journeyed homeward reciting the motto the farmer had given him,
he came to a gravevard near a village. Someone’s son had died and they were
buryving him. The mouwrning parents heard him saying, “May God turn one into

one thousdnd ... They rushed at him and ,kicked him and beat him as hard
asthey could. |

“It’s dificult enough to bear the death of one,” they said, “and you ask God
to turn one into one thousand.™

“There’s always somebody who doesn’t like whatever 1 say! Tell me what
YOU wantme to say?’ the man shouted.

“Say, ‘May God not take this devil 1o anybody’s house,” the mourners told
him.

The man had been beaten twice for what he said. He was happy to getrid of
these angry peple, and he would recite anything they wanted him to. The munute

they let him go, he started chantingk “May God not. take this devil to anybody's
house...”

A little farther he came to a wedding caravan taking a bride fo her groom’s
house. The men in the caravan were furious when they heard bim say, “*May God
not take this devil to anybody’s house.”” The bridegroom rushed at him and the
guests followed. They scolded the poor man as he had never been scolded before,

“For God’s sake, I'm going out of my mind. What 15 1t thal you want me to
do?” he complained.

“Dance, cheer up, and sing instead of saying horrible things,” they told him.

“That sounds better,”” the man thought to lumself, “Let me do that and see
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Thathe could scarcely count them. .
One, two, three, one two, three. . . . .

He could count no further,

Forallin all, there were only three birds,
Two of which were completely dead,
And the third, poor one, was lifeless.

The old broken musket he loaded,
With powder and great lead shots,
Slowly and carefully he aimed,
A very careful and steady aim.

He pulied the trigger,

(rer-ra-ram-bas!! Went the gun and ter-ra-ra-pas
The lifeless bird feil down,

Whether from shot or sound,

No one could tell.

He picked up the bird and putitin his knapsack,
The knapsack on his back,

And followed the beaten track.

He wentand went and went and weut,

Untilhe was terribly hungry,

S0 hungry he could hardly walk.

He walked and walked and walked. ...

And searched and searched and searched,
Tofinda pot,

Anda proper spot to cook the bird.

He {1inally did reacha spot,

Where he saw so many houses,

So many houses.so many houses

That he could scarcely count them.

One, two, three, one two, three. . . .. .

He could count no further,

Forall in all, there were only three houses,
Two of which were completely in ruins,
And the third poor one was roofless.

Eagerly he entered the roofless house,
And can you imagine what he saw?
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He saw 50 many pots, 50 many pots, so many pots,
That he could scarcely count them.

One, two, three, one, iwo, three. . . ..

He could count no further,

For allin all there were only three pots,

Two of wh ich were completely broken,

And the third one was bottemless,

Inside the rocfiess house,

He took the lifeless bird,

And putitinto the bottomless pot.

He bhoiled and boiled and boiled the bird,
Untilthe bones were soft as dough,
Yeithe meat was tough as stone,

He ate the meat,

Forhe wasvery hungry,

And stored the soup in nis knapsack.
Then he went and went and went,
Untilthe could o no farther.

Because he was so thirsty

He wenito search for water,

To quench his mighty thirst.

tHe searched and searched and searched,
Untithe reached a place,

Where there were s0 many streams.

30 mAany streams., SO many streams,
tThat he coukd scarcely count them.

Une, two, three, one two, three . . ..

He could count no further,

forallin all, there were only three streams,
Fwo of which were completely dry,

And the third one had no water.

1he waterless stream he chose to drink,
And drank and drank and drank,

Uniil his lips were sore,

But no water did reach his throat.

He picked up his old broken musket,
And said, “Enough hunting today™.
{ired and happy he went back home.
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The Three Sons of Mohammed Yar
BY: PROF.M.A. ANSARY

3 M TN IETIETIE T YT ETOETIETOCT T §f 3

. . S5
Folklore is an everlasting treasure of our language and 7%

hterature.

Unfortunately not much attention so for has been paid
to this subject,

The Adab Journal Considers itself dutybound to ende-
avor and publish articles on and speimens of the Afghan
folklore hoping that its foriegn readers may get acquainted
with this aspect of Afghan culture.
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Once, they say, there were,
Three sons of Mchammed Yar,
Who were ever ready to ¢at,
But always too sick to work.

One of them went hunting one day,

An old broken musket slung on his shoulder;
He went and went and went,

Till he reached a forest thick with trees.

There were s0 many trees, so many frees,
That he could scarcely count them
One, two, three, one two, three., . . ..

He could count no further,

For all in all, there were only three trees,
Two of which were completely dry,

And the third poor one was leafless.

Fagerly he peered at the leafless tree,
Hoping for game to fill his bag;

And what do you think he saw ?

S0 many birds, 50 many birds,
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