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do for her. The goat told him that she had a big fight ahead of her that day with
the wolf and she would like her horns sharpened. The black smith was so grate-
fizl for the milk that he at once got busy and fixed two sharp blades of steel on her
horns. The goat then, went to meet the wolf,

The wolf had stayed late that mght with his guest, and by the time he woke
up the sun was half way up in the sky. He yawned and rubbed his eyes. Allof 2
sudden he remembered that he had to go and fight the China Geoat.

He was sure of victory, no doubt, however, inorder to be fully prepared, he
went to the black smith to have him sharpen his teeth. When he reached the

shop, he growled in an angry tone, and said:
“EFh, you! Get busy and sharpen my teeth. I have afight ahead of me today

and 1 wish to be fully prepared”.
“Who 1s the unlucky challenger 7 asked the black smuth.

“Oh, it1s just a silly goat.” the wolf answered grullly. “*She calls herself the
China Goat, She thinks I have eaten her kids. I wisii | could have, but they ran
away before Icould get at them. She s not much of a chalienge. 1 am sure § can
eat her up with one gulp. 1 do not wish, however, 1o take chances.”

“Yes,” said the black smith. ““one must never take chances. However,in
order to be sure of victory you better go {o the orchard, and eat as many plums
as you can, and afterwards keep your mouth wide open against the wind for a
while, and then come to me. 1 wili sure fix your teeth and sharpen them such that
you may tear a loin apart.”

The wolf went o the orchard. The plums were sour. As was instructed, he
ate as many plums as he could and kept his mouth wide open against the wind for
a while. When he returned the black smith pulled his teeth one by one, and
filled the cavities with cotton. The msucles in the wolfs” mouth were so numb
that he did not realise what was being done to him,

Gro wiing with fury, he went to meet the goat. The minute he saw the goat he
charged with all the force he had. As he tried to sink his teeth in the goats’ throat,
the cotton stuffed in the cavities fell. No harm was done to the goat. And now it
was the goats’ turn to charge. She went a few steps forward and a few steps back-
ward and again forward and was all set to charge. The wolf knew that he was
disa rmed, and that the sharp blades on the goats’ horn would finish him off. He
had four legs and from fright he wished he could have four more and run for his
ife. He swiftly took off and in a minute he was out of sight.

Angak, Bangak, and Kolola Sangak, who were hidden in the hole so far,s
came out running to their mother. You can imagine how delighted the goat wa
to see all her kids safe and alive,

LA N R LR N |
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Afghan Folk literature:

1- The threesonsof Mohammed yar. No,53 By: prof. M.A. Ansary, p. |
2. The Agreeable man. No,5 By: Hafizullah Baghban, p. 4
3. The China Goat, No.6 By: Prof. M.A. Ansary, p. 1
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3. Adab No.o

ve not devoured your Kolola Sangak.

- Inether have the bow,

Nor the arrow,

And I shall not come tofight you tomorrow,
For 1 am a poor jackal,

Who only feeds on corpses.™

1The goat, then, proceeded to the den of the second beast. With one big jump,
she leapt atop the roof and stamped as hard as she could. Avoice roared from
below:

“Who is stamping on my shaky roof”?
Disturbing my peace at night,

Causing dust to fall,

.. My delicious soup to spoil,

And blind the eves of my honored guest 77

The goat replied:

- “J'm the China Goat!

With two sharp horns above my nose,

And a long goatee beneath my chin,

Who has eaten my Angak ?

Who has eaten my Bangak ?

Who has devoured my Kolola Sangak ?

Who has the bow?

Who has the arrow”?

And whois brave to come and fight me tomorrow 7

The beast roared from beiow;

“I've not eaten your Angak,

I've not eaten your Bangak,

I've not devoured your Kolola Sangak.

1 neither have the bow,

Nor the arrow,

And I shali not come tofight you tomorrow,
For I'm the mighty loin,

The king of all the beasts,

Who never molests young, innocent kids!”
‘The goat then proceeded to the den of the third beast. With one big jump,

she leapt atop the roof and stamped as hard as she could. A voice growled from
below:
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“Who 1s stamping on my shaky roof?
Disturbing my peace at night?
Causing dust to fall,
My delicious soup to spoi,
And bhnd the eves of my honored guest 7™

The goat replied:

1 am the Chinz Goat!

With two sharp horns above my nose,
And a long goatee beneath my chin.

Who has eater my Angok?

Who bas caten my Bangak 7

Who hus devoured my Kolola Sangak ?

Who ftas the bow 7

Wha sus the arrow

WHhots brave 1o come and Dight me tomorrow 77

The besst growled from helow
“I've not caten veour Angak,
ve poteaten vour Banpak,
ve not devoured your Kolola Sangak,
Oh. how i nmh f ool have eaten them all!
However, I've the how,
iIve the arro
And 'l come to fight vou tomorrow,
For Ian hnownoas the big, bad wolf,
Who never refuses 2 Lh&“t‘.‘lkﬂ_ﬂ.
Go away now, and be prepared for tomorrow!”

“He sure sounds mean.” said the goat to herself. “He must be the one, who has
eaten my kKids!” She went away, fully satisfied that she had found the real foe.

She did not, however, go home that night, for she dreaded the thought of an
empty house. She rested at a neighbors” house that night and early the next
morning she went to the black smiths” shop.

“Good morning!” she said as she entered the shop.

“Good morning, China Goat!” the black smith said in a pleasant voice. “It
seems that you have not been milked ver.™” he added joyfully.

“I have saved my muk for you.” The goat said.

“How wonderfuli! I had a vearning for milk this morning.”” The black
smith milked the goat and as he finished milking, he asked the goat what he could






Afghan Folk Literature

THE CHINA GOAT
by: prof. M. A. Ansary

Once, they say, there was a goat, who called berself the China Goat. She
had three kids:Angak, Bangak, and Kolola Sangak, One day, early in the morn-
ing, she went out to the mountain for grazing, and left the kids behind. The kids
busied themselves in running and racing, when all of a sudden, the big, bad wolf
came by in search of prey. At the sight of the kids he was so delighted. He said
to himself, full of appetite and zeal: “Atlong, last, I'll have a square meal!”

The kids were really frightened, and ere the wolf could atiack, they hurriedly
crept in the narrow hole of the ovenduct and stayed there, safe and snug.

In the evening the China Goat returned and to her great despair, she saw no
sign of Angak, Banguak, or Kolola Sangak. She thought, “Some cruel beast must
have devoured all.,” She was determined to find and find out quick, so that
she may avenge the cruel deed. Full of sadness, mixed with wrath, she hurriedly
left the house. She went and searched, and scarched unttl she reached the den of
the first beast. With one big jump, she leapt atop the roof, and stamped as hard. .
as she couid, e

A voice howled from below:

“Who 1s stamping on my shaky roof 7
Disturbing my peace at night,

Causing dust to fali,

My delicious soup to spoil,

And blind the eyes of my honored guest?”’

The goat replied:

“I*m the China Goat!

With two, sharp horns above my nose,
And a long goatee beneath my chin!
Whp hos eaten mp Baugah |

Who has eaten my Angak?

Who has eaten my Bangak ?

Who has devoured my Kolola Sangak ?
Who has the bow?

Who has the arrow?

And who 1s brave to come a;@\f ig/h)/me romorrow 7

The beast howled from below:

“I‘ve not eaten your Angak, *
I've not eaten your Bangak,’

;';



