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In 1872, he published his Rmuim‘a i Ishtigdg, an exeellen
elementary Persian Grammar.

The Haft Asmdn i3 the last work of Aghd Ahmad’Al
"It was originally written as an Introduction to Nizdmi's works
to accompany the Soeiety’s edition of the Sikandarndmah
Bahri. It contaius a valoable history of the Persian Masnawi
As Masnawis are written 1n seven metres, the work wa
entitled Iaft Asmén, or the ‘ Seven Heavens.’ Although only
the first Asmdn hos been completed, the book forms & whole
and will be found to eontain invalusble hints on Persian poefs
and their works.

Aghi Ahmad ’Ali died of fover on the 6th Rabi’ 11, 1290,
(June, 1873), at Dhaks, deeply regretted by his numerouns friends
sud pupils, His genuineenthusiasm for Persian literature, his
profound knowledge of the language, his self-sac iving kind.
ness aud singleness of mind, made him a general favourife.
His pupils have lost in him a most excellent teacher, and the
Asiatic Society & painstaking and conscientious editor, whom
it will be diffieulf to replace.

H, BrocaMmany.

Calvuita, Madrasal, -
1st December, 1873,



- BIOGBAPHICAL NOTICE OF THE AUTHOR.

The late Maulaw! Aghd Abhmad ’Al{ was the son of Aghs
Shujd’at ’Ali, whoso fumily came with Nidir 8hih fo India,
and was born at Dhdké on the 10th Shawwil, 1255, ss indicated
by his &érikii name of Maghar 'Ali. He distinguished himself
at an early age by his extensive knowledge of Persian litera-
ture, In 1862, he founded ot Calcuita the Madrasah 1
Ahmadiyah, over which he presided till his death. In 1864,
at the recommendation of Prof. Cowell, he was appointed &
Persian fea““ = in the Government Madrasah at Calcufta, and
in the foivs ! ing year he published his Musyyid 3 Burkén
{Royal 8vo, 475 pp., printed at the Mazharul-’Ajaib Press,
Caloutta), This work iz a ecritical review of the well krown
Porsian Dictionary entitled Buzidn ¢ Qaf¥’, and its object is to
defend the author of the lexicon against the hostile eriticiams
of {he Dihlf poet Ghalib, A reply by the latter drew forth
Ahmad ’Ali's rejoinder, entitled Shamsher i Testar (lithogra-
phed at Caleutts, 8vo. 1868, pp, 106). DBoth works, the
Muayyid i Burhfn and the Shamsher i Teztar, are of the
grentest importanua to Persian lexicographists. In 1866, he
wrote the Risdleh ¢ Tardnah, p work on the Rubd' of the
Persians, which the wrlter of ﬁtbgmah‘w*pwmbed 89 the t:ih‘ute
of a pupil in 1867 (Royal 8vo., pp. 23]'

For the Asiatio Society of Bqngnl,.,&ghﬂ Ahm,ad fAh e&lted
the Masnaw? entitled Wis o Rémin, the Sikandrnémak i Bihrf
(or Igbélnémah i Bikandar) by Nizdmf, the Iqbﬁlnﬁmah;
Jehfngiti, the Muntakhab uttawhiikh 'by Beddoni, . tha,
Massir i *Alamgiri, and the ﬁrut two funmtmh of Abhl Fhﬂ 8
Akbarpémah, _



